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A Word from the Editor 
 

Greetings! It has been a while since I 

wrote to you. This issue will feature the 

courage and grit of those early settlers 

who first cleared the woodlands of the 

settlement in and near the place called New Galloway, named after 

the lowlands of Scotland.  It was a name that was later changed to 

Galway. Being out in the frontier away from the larger settlements, 

the early pioneers lived under the threat of an Indian attack. In this 

issue we will talk about two such raids during the American 

Revolution.  Please note, I will be using the name Indian rather than 

Native American in a historical sense and not in a derogatory way. 
 

Special Thanks 

 Life in Galway would not be possible without the generosity 
of its appreciative readers. Thanks to the following for their donations 
to print this issue: Fred & Sheelagh Baily, Kenneth & Adrienne Beebe, 
Norman & Margaret Griffin, Tim & Carole Jones, Dale & Connie 
Maerten, Barbara J. Palmer, David P. Rice, Phyllis Ryan, and an 
individual who wished to withhold his name. As always, we are 
grateful to the Dockstader Charitable Trust, which has done so much 
for our community over the years and has given us a grant to partially 
cover some of the costs of printing for items of community interest. 

Life in Galway is written and made available at no cost. If you 
would like to help in the costs of printing, please make your check out 
to the “Bible Baptist Church of Galway.” Write on your check that it is 
for Life in Galway, and send it to Bible Baptist Church, PO Box 112, 
Galway, NY 12074. Our treasurer keeps all monies received in a 
separate account just for Life in Galway. 

If you have a suggestion for a good story to be written or 
would like to contact me for any reason, send it to Wayne Brandow at 
the address above, e-mail me at wrbrandow@yahoo.com ({lease 
designate that it is about Life in Galway, as I do not open most of my 
e-mails), or call me at (518) 488-4153.  I plan on writing only two 
editions in 2019.  

 

Dear reader, enjoy this issue,  

 Wayne R. Brandow 

mailto:wrbrandow@yahoo.com


 
(Photos: cover, Cummings Pond, Galway; above, East Street, Galway; inside, Indian re-

enactor in Mohawk Valley; back cover, a lane east of the future library, Galway ) 

 

The Gonzalez Tragedy! 
It was a spring day in 1782, April 17th to be exact, when a 

horrific act changed a family forever. Joseph Gonzalez was working the 

fields with a hired man and three sons, Emmanuel (22 years old), John 

(15), and Joseph Jr. (12), when Indians approached them. The Indians 

were friendly to the settlers in the area, so he reached out his hand to 

welcome the lead Indian.  

Then, the unexpected happened! The Indian, grasping his 

hand firmly and having a tomahawk hidden behind his back with the 

other hand, struck him with a forceful and deadly blow upon his skull. 

The rest of the Indians grabbed hold of the sons and the hired-man. 

However, Emmanuel was a “giant” in stature and exceedingly strong. 

At one time in the past, he was jumped by 7 to 12 Indians, and he 

picked up a fence post and defeated them. No Indian was going to hold 

him down.  Emmanuel broke free and ran for the woods. As he was 

jumping the first fence post, an Indian fired, and a musket ball passed 

clean through his hand. As he jumped the second fence, a second shot 

rang out. Emmanuel dropped dead. The musket ball penetrated his 

heart. While the murderous band was distracted with Emmanuel’s 



dash to the woods, the Indian who had custody of young Joseph Jr., 

having been treated kindly by the Gonzales family in the past, told him 

to run for the house. 

Run, he did. David (18), an older brother, was at the house 

when Joseph arrived. David quickly hitched up the horses to the 

wagon and drove his mother and the rest of the family to safety. 

Why should this 

interest you, my Galway 

readers? Because all of 

this happened in the 

present-day boundaries 

of the Galway Central 

School District! It 

occurred on the north 

side of Western Avenue 

just past Hart Road, 

heading west. There is a 

NY Historical Marker at 

the site.  

There has a 

been much written 

about this incident. However, I want to tell it afresh, fleshing out the 

individuals, ironing out discrepancies between various accounts.  

As I read the ten accounts of the Gonzalez tragedy1 and 

organized them from the earliest dates of publication to the most 

recent, it did not take long to figure out that although the major facts 

of the story all harmonize, a few details do not. The variations helped 

me to discern that two different sources were used to write 

subsequent histories.  The two early accounts, upon which all later 

renditions are based, are John Chester Booth’s, Booth’s History of 

                                                           
1 Ten accounts: Booth, Booth’s History of Saratoga County, 1858, printed in 
1976; Stone, Reminisces of Saratoga County, 1875; Sylvester, History of 
Saratoga County, 1878; Gross, Centennial History of the Village of Ballston 
Spa, 1907; “Consaulus” in Hudson-Mohawk Genealogical and Family 
Memoirs, 1911; Carter, “The Attack” (Ancestry.com), 1934; Taylor, Stories 
and Pictures of Charlton, 1959; Saratoga County Heritage, Dunn, editor, 1974; 
Laufforthun, A Mock Tour of Charlton, Fact and Legend, 1981; Doherty, 
Settlers of the Beekman Patent, 1990.  



Saratoga County, (written in 1858, the Gonzalez raid in it published in 

1907 and the whole work in 1976), and William Leete Stone’s 

Reminiscences of Saratoga and Ballston, 1875.2   

I also have been able to find out more about the people 

through Ancestry.com. In the public family trees found there, 

individuals, searching out their own family history, post photos, 

documents, and articles about their ancestors. Because of 

Anscetry.com, when I read Booth’s statement that the “powerful 

Indian . . . raised his murderous weapon and cleaved the old man’s 

skull in twain,” I found out how old Joseph was. He was 66 years old. 

That helps us get a better picture of who he was. Joseph had such 

young children. The youngest was a daughter nine years old. He 

married late in life, being 39 years old when he married his wife, 

Margaret. She was 20 years old at the time, and in 16 years, they had 

a family of nine children. Elizabeth, the oldest daughter, was married 

and out of the house at the time of the attack. 

 I find that Stone’s account is more plausible than Booth’s. 

Consider the following variations.  

                                                           
2 Booth’s book can be found at Brookside Museum; Stone’s can be found 
online at Google Books. 



1. Booth said the murderous band was composed of Tories 

and Indians; whereas, Stone identified the band as St. Regis Indians, 

who were out hunting.3 If Tories were present, the one greeting 

Joseph would likely be a Tory and not an Indian. Because of the Indian 

raids of 1780 and 1781 throughout the New York frontier, to have 

Indians and Tories together might tip Joseph off that something was 

awry; however, he was taken completely off-guard. 

 2. In Booth’s account, Emmanuel was running to the house 

and not to the woods. If he had run to the house, he would be drawing 

the Indians upon his mother and the rest of the family and make it 

harder to escape. 

 3. Booth had John’s age as 10 and said he was the youngest 

son.  Stone’s account matched what was found in Ancestry.com, i.e. – 

John was 15 and Joseph Jr. was 12. 

 Let me proceed to tell you a little about the father that was 

killed and what happened to the rest of the family. 
 

Joseph Gonzalez (the father) 

 Yes, Gonzalez is a Spanish name. Joseph’s grandfather was a 

Spaniard who became a Huguenot (French Calvinist). His grandfather 

came to New York State. Originally, living downstate, Joseph came to 

carve out a homestead in what was the fringe of the New York frontier 

in 1770. It was woodland, primeval forest that was full of game, and 

housed predators like wolves and panthers. Bears were also common. 

He was out in the wilderness away from others. The more populated 

areas were south along the Mohawk River, spreading north to West 

Charlton and advancing west to what is now known as Charlton.   

 Then, a new settlement of Scots settled in New Galloway in 

1774 along “Scotch Street” that ran about a mile south of present-day 

Galway almost to the West Charlton United Presbyterian Church 

(Scotch Church). 4  

 Joseph would have to be healthy and strong to homestead. He 

was 54. His oldest son was only 10 years old.  Houses and barns to be 

                                                           
3 St. Regis Indians were Mohawks that converted to Catholicism and lived up near the 

French on the St. Lawrence Seaway.  
4 You can tell a lot about who the settlers were by the churches they built. The settlers 

in Charlton and Galway built Presbyterian churches. 

 



built, fields to be cleared, and land to be plowed was work not for the 

faint of heart. He taught his four sons to be tough and resourceful as 

you will see. Before the Revolution, Joseph was on friendly terms with 

the Indians. Unlike his Scottish neighbors who sought to remain 

neutral, he was a Patriot.  
 

David Gonzalez (18-year-old son) 

 David’s swift actions got the remaining family to safety. He 

alerted Captain Tunis Swart, who lived along the Mohawk River. Tunis 

summoned his neighbors to engage the Indians and rescue John and 

the hired man. However, no one would go. Fearful that their own 

families might be in danger over the night, they refused to proceed 

until the morning.  So, Captain Swart and David went ahead without 

them. Coming to the clearing of the Gonzalez homestead, Captain 

Swart had David stay behind as he approached the house. Now that is 

courage! What is one man against a band of marauding Indians? 

Thankfully, they were gone. Captain Swart summoned David. They 

found the scalped and badly mutilated bodies of David’s father and 

brother. The house, still standing, was pillaged of its valuables. 

 At morning’s light, the neighbors and family arrived. After a 

burial, Captain Swart and his militia-men set out in pursuit of the 

enemy. They followed their tracks for two days until heavy rain 

washed away the Indians’ route and they had to give up. 

 What happened to the family? They left the farmhouse 

desolate and moved to Schenectady. The mother died soon after, 

possibly of grief.  
 

John Gonzalez (15-year-old son, taken captive) 

 John and the hired man were bound and taken to Canada. 

That trip was a forced march, and John, after not eating for two days, 

struggled from exhaustion. He was told he’d be scalped if he lingered. 

The first time the captives ate, it was the entrails of a squirrel. Such 

was the kind of unpalatable food given, until a piece of corn bread was 

shared by a friendly squaw. Upon arriving at the St. Regis community, 

John was forced to carry the scalps of his father and brother on a pole 

through the camp. When he reached the British garrison, he was 

impressed into the British army. It was during his unwilling service in 

the British army that John’s name was written down wrong as 



Consaulas. That became his name from that day forward. Though a 

regular in the army, he was not allowed to participate in any campaign 

but was consigned to the garrison, making cartridges. Even though the 

war was over about a year after his capture, John was not released 

until 1785.  

 Coming back to the homestead, John discovered that it was 

no longer in the family. He ended up marrying Dorcas Hogan in 1791. 

They bought a plot of land a little northwest of the old homestead on 

present day Consaul Road. Consaul is a derivation of Consaulas. They 

had 12 children and he died in 1823. 
 

Indian Raid on Galway Settlement in 1780? 
 Recently, in the Town 

newsletter, Galway Reader, 

Galway’s Historian, Phyllis 

Keeler and the Tom Cwiakala, 

the Deputy Historian brought 

to light an Indian attack that 

allegedly took place on the 

early Scotch settlement in 

1780. The incident found by 

Tom is in John Chester Booth’s 1858 history of Saratoga County, which 

remained unpublished until after it was discovered in 1976. Speaking 

of Galway, Booth’s account is as follows, 

The settlement did not thrive; owing probably to its 
remoteness from sources of supply and its distance from all 
routes of communication with Schenectady and Albany. Its 
very existence, too, was doomed. Being exposed by their 
neighborhood, to attack from the Tories and Indians whose 
head-quarters were at Johnstown. When the Revolution 
broke out our worthy Scots endeavored to secure their safety 
by remaining neutral during the contest. This did preserve 
them unmolested until 1780, when, from some cause having 
incurred suspicion, the terrible Brant, in the fall of that year, 
at the head of several Indians, fell upon the little community. 
Three of their number were killed, several carried into 
captivity, their cabins pillaged and burned. Those who 
escaped, fled in terror to Schenectady, leaving the settlement 



untenanted until the close of the war, 1783, when most of the 
families returned (Booth’s History, 184) 

Is this a factual account? Many books have been written that include 
a history of Galway. None of them mention this incident. 5 The 
standard history of Saratoga County is Sylvester’s work, which was 
written in 1878.  However, Booth’s history was written in 1858 – 20 
years earlier. Why didn’t Sylvester comment upon Booth’s account?  
Let us consider some reasons to support the accuracy of Booth’s 
account.  
1. The later historians may not have known about Booth’s History 

of Saratoga County. 
Although Booth’s manuscript was favorably reviewed by two 

newspapers in 1859 before he died, The Ballston Atlas and The 
Saratogian,6 John Booth died in 1860 at age 28 before it was 
published.  The manuscript stayed in the family.  A portion of Booth’s 
History of Saratoga County was published in the Centennial History of 
Ballston Spa, 1907.7 This portion did not contain the section on Galway 
and this handwritten manuscript did not surface again until it was 
typed and published in 1976, after it was discovered in the possession 
of a descendant, Miss Lucretia Booth Evans. Thus, no local historians 
would have known of the Galway raid until 1976.  
2. Booth lived close enough time-wise to the events that he might 

have heard an oral testimony of the attack. 
John Booth was born in 1832, 52 years after the Indian raid in 

Galway. That is close enough for an oral record.  
3. Booth’s History has the feel of a real work of history. 

It is filled to the brim with detailed historical information from 
the early settlement of New York to the Battle of Saratoga and beyond. 
It reads like factual history. 
                                                           
5 For those who are interested, here are six Galway history sources: Carter, 
R.M. First Settlers in Galway (booklet) from a newspaper article in 1800s; 
Galway 1900-1949: A Photographic History of Life in the Town of Galway, 
Saratoga County, New York. Galway Preservation Society, 2014; Saratoga 
County Heritage. Dunn, Violet, 1974; Schwarz, Jeanne M. [Galway Village 
Historian]; “Galway History and Anecdotes” in Favorite Recipes, Galway 
Yesterday & Today, 1975; Sylvester, Nathaniel Bartlett. History of Saratoga 
County, 1878; Taylor, W. Bronson. Stories and Pictures of Galway, 1966.  
6 The reviews can be found in Booth’s History, in unnumbed pages before the 
text. 
7 A copy of Centennial History of Ballston Spa, 1907, can be found in the 
Galway Public Library and Brookside Museum. 



4. Galway was on a well-traveled Indian trail. 
There were two well-known Indian trails from the Champlain 

Valley in the North to the Mohawk Valley: the Kayaderosseras Trail 
and the Saratoga Trail. The former was overland, quicker, and the 
favored trail. The latter, a water route with little portage going down 
the Hudson River, Fish Creek, Saratoga Lake, other creeks, and 
entering the Mohawk River at Alplaus, was longer.  John Henry 
Brandow wrote the following about the Kayaderossas Trail. 

 
Two trails led from the north or Champlain valley into the 
Mohawk Valley. One started at Ticonderoga, passed through 
Lake George, then across country, passing the Hudson not far 
west from Glens Falls, thence through the towns of Moreau 
and Wilton turning west through the pass south of Mt. 
McGregor at Stile’s Tavern, over near Lake Desolation, 
southwest through Galway, thence into the Mohawk valley a 
little west of Amsterdam. This was called the Kayadrosseras 
trail.2 

__________________ 

 2 Sylvester’s Hist. of Saratoga County, Edition of 1878, p.32 8  
 
5. The year 1780 was known for Indian raids on the New York 

Frontier. They were angry and bent on revenge. 9 
This is the most important reason. Indian rage was great in 

1780. A spirit of revenge was in the air, for in 1779 American Generals 
Sullivan and Clinton went into the heart of Iroquois territory and 
burned villages and fields to the ground. The invading American army 
was massive, so much so, that the inhabitants would flee, leaving 
behind an empty town to be razed to the ground. Trying to stop the 
advance at Newton, the Indians were outnumbered and out- 
maneuvered. They fled in terror.  

Bruce Lancaster wrote of the deadly anger that welled up in 
the hearts of the Iroquois because of the total destruction of their 
homes. 
                                                           
8 Bold print mine. Brandow, John Henry. The Story of Old Saratoga, 1919, 8. I 
find it interesting that a little west of Amsterdam on the Mohawk is Ft. 
Johnson. Could it be that Sir William Johnson placed his home and trading 
post at the foot of a well-known Indian trail? 
9 Berleth, Richard. Bloody Mohawk, 2010; Richmond, James E. War on the 
Middleline., 2016. 



All through 1780 and 1781, Indians and Tories, singly or together, 
struck again and again at the Mohawk settlements in a crescendo 
of fury that made former raids seem like peacetime maneuvers.10 
 

In a letter by a colonel to Governor Clinton dated May 17, 
1780 informing him of the situation on the New York frontier, he 
wrote, “I should not be surprised if all the settlements to the 
Northward of the Mohawk and the Westward of the Hudson’s River 
were shortly either destroyed or abandoned . . . “11  

The Burning of the Valleys, the raiding of settlers in the 
Schoharie and Mohawk Valleys led by the Mohawk chief, Joseph 
Brant, and a major raid on a settlement on Middle Line Road from the 
Ballston Center Presbyterian Church north, occurred in 1780.  In the 
Ballston raid the Indians and Tories approached by coming down the 
Kayaderossas Trail.  Destruction was west and east of Galway. 

Even Booth wondered why an Indian raid would occur.  He 
wrote, “When the Revolution broke out, our worthy Scots endeavored 
to secure their safety by remaining neutral during the contest. This did 
preserve them unmolested until 1780, when, from some cause . . .  
[the] Indians fell upon the little community.”12 The Sullivan campaign 
of 1779 would supply a good reason. Considering what was 
happening, an Indian raid on Galway in 1780 is not out of the question.   
6. The initial target of the 1780 Middle Line Road raid in Ballston 

was Schenectady.  The Indians coming down from Canada were 
waiting to join with Brant. He did not appear, so they proceeded 
to Middle Line Road. 13 
A raid by Brant in Galway, along the trail that the Mohawks would 

use, is a possibility.  
CONCLUSION: Booth may have questioned why the raid occurred, 

but he did state that it did occur. However, as there are no 
corroborating accounts to verify Booth’s record and later histories 
omit a raid to the Scotch settlement in Galway, the verdict is still out. 
What do you think?   
                                                           
10Lancaster, Bruce. American Heritage: A History of the American Revolution, 
2003, 310. 
11 Berleth, Bloody Mohawk, 286-287. 
12 Booth, 184. 
13 “The object of this part of the expedition was to attack Schenectady, ” in 
Sylvester, History of Saratoga County, 79. See also, Richmond, War on the 
Middleline, 151-152. They would have to go through Galway to get there. 



A Closing Word 

 We live in such fractious times. Turn on the television and you 
can see polarization, hatred, and violence daily. It is as if our country 
is becoming unraveled. Yet, this is not new. We have weathered it 
before. We’ve seen the strife before between Patriots and Tories, 
Yankees and Rebels. However, the open wounds of the past have 
healed. Today, also, it is surely a day to seek peace and work together 
for the common good.  
 After the American Revolution, American Christians reached 
out and planted churches on the reservations and in Canada among 
former enemies. They were no longer looked upon as enemies but as 
brothers in Christ.  
 I know something about that work first-hand, because I was 
ordained and sent out by my former home church to work with the 
Indians of the Seneca and Tuscarora tribes. The Tuscarora Baptist 
Church was started after the Revolution, and pastors from Galway 
were numbered among those who helped get it off the ground. What 
an amazing providence of God, that I would first go as a young man to 
a Christian work stated in the 1800s with the help of the Baptists in 
Galway, among whom, I now serve. Pray! God can again heal our land. 

Special thanks to my proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna, Arlene 
Rhodes. Copyright © 2018 by Wayne R. Brandow. All rights reserved. 


