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A Word from the Editor 
Hello friends! No doubt you’ve been 
wondering where I have been? It seems 
like forever since I’ve been here at my 
computer to write to you. Toward the 
end of the fall I ended up in the hospital. 
It was my first time since birth except 

for visiting folks as a pastor.  Recovery from an operation at home was 
a good excuse to sleep and read. I did a large share of both!  Now I’m 
back to tell you more stories of Galway and its great people and fine 
organizations. You will notice that this issue is designated Fall / Winter 
2017/18. I know we are in 2018, but I didn’t want you to think that you 
missed any. 
 
On the cover is a wonderful couple, Galway’s Dusty and Arlene 
Rhodes! I will be telling you about their many contributions to our 
community. The cover photo was taken by Galway’s excellent 
photographer, Patty Kay.  Also, in this issue you will read about the 
Galway Volunteer Fire Company’s successful Explorer Post. Because of 
this ingenious program, our fire company has no shortage of young 
men desirous of serving as volunteer firemen. Lastly, as a pastor, I have 
a special article for you to think about. I’m sure you will enjoy this issue 
as much as I enjoy writing it.  
 
Before we proceed, I’d like to thank the many whose donations make 
this quarterly possible. Here is a list of those who gave since our last 
issue. Margie & Jon Prasek, Carol Schweizer, Phyllis & Earl Keeler, 
Timothy & Elaine Hurley, Barbara Palmer, Lori J. Godbout, Jean Jones, 
Virginia Sawicki, and Tim & Carole Jones. We are also grateful to the 



Dockstader Charitable Trust for their continuing funding for items of 
community interest.  
 

Would you like to donate to Life in Galway?  Please make out your 
check to the Bible Baptist Church of Galway with a note that it is for 
Life in Galway and send it to PO Box 112, Galway, NY 12074.  Thanks! 
If you have any questions call me at (518) 882-6387. 

From my heart and home to yours – happy reading!  (Photo: 2017)      

                                                                    Wayne Brandow 

Dusty & Arlene – A Lifetime of Service 
When the Galway Central School hired young Richard Rhodes, no one 

at the time would ever envision how much a part of the community he 

and his wife would become. This is a story about two dedicated 

teachers who chose to live in the community where they worked and 

in so doing, wove their lives into its very fabric. Dusty was a shop 

teacher. Arlene was a high school English teacher. Dusty became a 

judge and was involved in starting the Lions Club.  Arlene started the 

school literary magazine and was involved in starting the Galway 

Preservation Society. She also was a key factor in starting the Galway 

Public Library. Next year when the new library  is finally built and ready 

to serve current and future residents, a major goal of Dusty and Arlene 

will come into fruition. Together they took Galway teens into the 

wilderness during their summer break from teaching by forming a Boy 

Scout Explorer Post that became co-ed. They have both taught many 

in the Galway community and led them as teens and adults into 



community service by their participation in their lives and by personal 

example. Let me tell you their story. 

 

Early Pre-Galway Years  

Dusty was born on February 5, 1933, in North Tonawanda, NY which is 

in Western NY near Buffalo where he grew up. After high school Dusty 

went to Buffalo State Technical Institute, which was at the time a two- 

year community college.  Because of his interest in aviation, he also 

joined the Navy Reserve. When the Korean War broke out, he was 

called to active duty and worked with radar. After serving in the Navy, 

he finished up his education by means of the GI Bill and graduated 

from Buffalo State Teacher’s College in 1958. In a previous issue of Life 

in Galway (Issue 7, Winter 2011) I wrote how he met Arlene. She was 

the magnet that brought him to our region. In 1956, Dusty had come 

to Ballston Spa to attend the wedding of a Navy buddy. The reception 

was held at the Spa Brau House, a German restaurant, and a lovely 

high school senior was seated opposite him. Her name was Arlene 

Bratge, a local girl from Greenfield Center. According to Dusty, it was 

love at first sight.  It also meant that while pursuing his degree in 

Buffalo, every other weekend he would drive across the state to see 

her. It wasn’t too long before Arlene thought that Dusty was the fellow 

for her. They married in June of 1958. It was a good match.  
 

I can testify to that as I’ve seen first-hand how they treat each other. 

On this side of heaven there is no greater blessing than spouses who 

are best of friends, who enjoy doing things together, and who support 

each other.  In good marriages there is laughter, some space to pursue 

one’s own interests (not suffocating, clinging, or demanding), 

communication, common interests, loyalty, and a genuine enjoyment 

of each other. I see all this in Dusty and Arlene. As far as good-natured 

humor, I chuckled as I saw the plaque outside the front door when I 

went to interview them for this article. It read, “An old bear lives here 

with his honey.” 
 

Coming to Galway  

Both Dusty and Arlene would spend their whole teaching careers in 

the Galway High School. Dusty was first to land a job with the Galway 

school district as an industrial arts teacher. In the interview, Principal 



Charles Fields and District Superintendent Clayton Brown offered him 

a yearly salary of $3,800, which was less than an unskilled laborer 

would make at nearby General Electric at the time. Dusty told them 

that he could get $4,000 a year to start in the Buffalo area. Looking 

over his resume, they said that they noticed he served in the Navy and 

upon further thought, they’d give him $4,000 if he would take the job. 

He took it and started in 

September of 1958. 
 

When they were first married, 

Dusty and Arlene lived in 

Ballston Spa. She was still in 

school, attending Albany State 

Teacher’s College. After her 

graduation they came to live 

in Galway in 1960. Initially, 

they did not plan to stay here 

for all their lives. At one time 

they talked about going to live 

in Alaska. We are glad those 

ideas never materialized. 

Their son, Brian, was born in 1960, and he graduated from Galway 

High School in 1979. Arlene became an English teacher in Galway High 

School in 1967. The Rhodes family was now rooted and settled and 

part of the Galway community for good. Galway is where they lived, 

worked and retired. (Photo: Dusty in his classroom, 1969) 
 

Serving in Galway 
As I mentioned earlier, this couple was involved with the development 

of many projects and organizations that have benefited our 

community.  I will speak of them chronologically. 
 

Before the Lions Club, there was the Galway Men’s Club. It met in the 

Methodist church, and the women of that church provided the meals 

for the men. Dusty was a member of this group. Its largest project was 

to get a doctor to come and serve the Galway community. Dave 

Gearhart was the one who spearheaded the drive to get a doctor here 

in the 1970s.  
 



To commemorate the nation’s bi-centennial, a committee was formed 

to celebrate it by Galway’s town historian, Phyllis Keeler. Ethel Robb 

had written a paper for the celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 

birth of Elizabeth Kelly, the first white settler born in Galway.  She 

asked if Arlene might read it at the celebration held at the Galway High 

School on November 2, 1974. This request brought Arlene in contact 

with a real lover of Galway’s past.  

Ethel Robb summered in Galway as a 

little girl. She wrote a piece about 

what life was like for children in 

Galway during the 1890s when she 

was a child. This article can be found 

in Galway 1900-1949: A 

Photographic History, published by 

the Galway Perseveration Society in 

2014 on pages 30-31. This is an 

excellent book that Arlene devoted 

much time to writing and editing. 

Copies can still be purchased at the 

Galway branch of Ballston Spa 

National Bank, just south of the 

Village. (Photo: Arlene, Dusty and 

their son, Brian, 1964) 
 

Ethel lived in one of the oldest 

houses in the village, which is now the residence of Scott and Kelly 

Young. In the 1920s, Ethel’s sister Bess Quinby interviewed many of 

Galway’s oldest residents to preserve the history of a passing 

generation.  Ethel complied her sister’s notes. Her love for local history 

sparked the same interest in Arlene. 
 

In 1982, there was a fire in the home of Jeanne Schwarz, the Galway 

Village historian. A few historical items were lost or suffered smoke 

damage. This spurred some individuals who were a part of the 

Bicentennial Committee and had been talking about starting a 

historical society, to do so. It was not long before the Galway 

Preservation Society (GPS) was formed, and Arlene was one of its 

charter members. Her background as an English teacher was put to 



good use in writing and editing materials published by the GPS.  Arlene 

worked with others to establish the GPS archives in 1984 and has 

served as Archivist since then.  She was also co-chair of the Village 

Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1988 and chairperson of the Town 

Bicentennial Celebration in 1992. 
 

In 1979, Frank Blair of 

the Ballston Spa Lions 

Club wanted to start a 

Lions Club in Galway. 

He contacted Dusty 

and Liz Feulner. A date 

was set to introduce 

what the “Lions” were 

all about. Dusty and 

around ten women 

showed up. Frank 

explained that Lions 

was a club for men 

only! Twenty men 

were needed to start a 

club, so Dusty 

contacted Olaf Hansen 

and the men who were 

a part of the Galway 

Men’s Club, which was 

disbanded by then. The Galway Lions Club chose Dusty to be their first 

President and Orville Curtiss to be their Vice President.  I wrote about 

the Galway Lions in the third issue of Life in Galway, Winter 2010.  

(Photo: Dusty and Arlene chaperoning the Junior Prom, 1973) 
 

The Lions Club has done much for our community and is visible 

through their yearly Cabin Fever Song Fest, Chowder Kettle at the 

Village Green on Memorial Day, Octoberfest and other events to raise 

benevolence funds.  
 

In 1988, upon retirement from teaching, Dusty became the Director 

for the Lions Regional Eye Bank in Albany. He worked with area 

hospitals. Eye banks recover, keep, and distribute human eye tissue 



for vision restoration. Like a blood bank, eye banks supply eye 

surgeons with tissue for sight-saving procedures. Dusty left when 

Arlene retired in 1994 as he had to travel three times a week to Albany 

Med to work. 

 

Dusty was also a Town Justice for two terms. He expressed an interest 

in the post when a vacancy occurred, and then he was elected twice. 
 

Dusty and Arlene love the outdoors. During the summers when they 

were not teaching they would take Galway youth to Maine, the 

Adirondacks, and out West to camp, hike, and canoe.  Boy Scout 

Explorer Post # 5 was started and once it became co-ed, Arlene would 

join Dusty and the youth. Lifelong friendships were formed through 

this venue. One of the youth that accompanied them, Skip Shoutis, 

became a forest ranger in Wyoming.  One year, Skip was recognized 

as Ranger of the Year and flown to Washington DC.  
 

The costs of those summer excursions out into the woods were 

divided up equally among all who went. A four week trip out West in 

1973, cost each person $125. The parents of the teens could not 

believe it. The Rhodes volunteered their time. 
 

At Galway High School, Dusty started the one act play contest. He 

acted in some of the early productions of the Galway Players 

(Community Theater).  Arlene started the Galway High School literary 

magazine, Impressions. After my first issues of Life in Galway, she 

agreed to be a proof-reader.  
 

I already wrote of the care the Rhodes, Smiths, and Roys provided for 

Clayton and Kay Dockstader. Unbeknownst to them, Clayton was a 

millionaire who would bequeath a fortune to the betterment of the 

Galway Community through a Charitable Trust. The Dockstader 

Charitable Trust helped fund the new firehouse, new athletic fields, 

land conservation, and the new library project. It helps even with some 

of the publishing costs of Life in Galway. Where would we be, if three 

families had not shown kindness to an elderly couple?  Along with Erik 

and Julie Roy, Rosemary Smith, Dusty and Arlene administer the Trust. 

 

For past copies of Life in Galway - https://lifeingalway.wordpress.com/ 



I will close this article with a 

current project in the works, the 

Galway Public Library.  After the 

Bookmobile of the Southern 

Adirondack Library stopped 

coming to Galway in December 

of 1995, a committee was 

formed to investigate starting 

our own public library. On April 

17, 1996, a Community Library 

Committee met at the Galway 

Central School to pursue the 

matter with Superintendent 

Peter Bowers and High School 

Librarian, Jim Davenport and 

several others from the 

community. After a referendum to establish a library in November 

1977, Mary Lynn Kopper was elected as its first President and Arlene 

as its Vice President.  Arlene has served on the library board since 

then. At first the school was considered as a possible location, but the 

Odd Fellows Hall offered their building for Galway’s first Public Library. 

The need for parking and room for books, equipment and library users 

necessitated building a new library. Hopefully, next summer, in 2019, 

we will all be enjoying it. (Photo: Arlene in her classroom, 1986). 
 

Well there you go! The Rhodes have lived a full and adventuresome 

life, and we have all benefited from their interests and work.  Thank 

you, Dusty and Arlene! 
 

Galway’s Young Heroes 
I have always been impressed with the Galway Volunteer Fire 

Company.  What they are called upon to do is quite risky, such as 

running into burning buildings to save life and property. The 

organization has a fire fighter side and an administrative side. And 

both work together to keep the company viable and ready to fight 

fires.  Galway’s fire company is a VOLUNTEER fire company! Where 

does one get ready and willing volunteers?  Galway has a top-notch 

program of recruitment and retention. While other fire companies are 



struggling to get new members, our company not only gets volunteers 

for Galway, but it also trains young men and women from other 

communities through an effective program. That program is called 

Explorer Post 23. 
 

Doug DeRidder started the Explorer Post in 2008. He was influenced 

by Everett Hartman who worked with youth as a baseball coach (see 

Life in Galway’s first issue) and Dusty and Arlene Rhodes, who were 

his advisors in Explorer Post # 5.  Doug surmised that if the fire 

company works with youth, it will find the next generation firefighters. 
 

Photo: Orange hats identify the Explorers. R to L - Osie Johnston, Jonathan   Jazwinski, 

Jacob O’Brien, and (full member of the company) Dillon Ogden. Osie and Jacob,started 

at age 14. They are turning 17 this year and are applying to be full members of the 

Galway Volunteer Fire Company. Hats off to you both!  

 

Explorer Post 23 is tied in with the Boy Scouts. They provide the 

insurance for the program. Anyone who has been involved with 

Scouting knows the program goes from Cub Scouts, to Boy Scouts, to 

Explorer Scouts. An Explorer Post can be focused on any area. It can 

be a wilderness post like the Rhodes had, or it can be a post that 

focuses on a number of careers, such as, business, law enforcement, 

EMC, aviation, or even as the Galway Volunteer Fire Company has 

focused in on - firefighting!   



The Post is for young men and women ages 14-17. They can become 

volunteer firemen at age 17.  Since its inception, twelve have moved 

up to be firemen, four of whom 

have become line officers. The Post 

has trained students from Burnt 

Hills, Ballston Spa, Harmony 

Corners, and Providence, as well 

Galway. They learn the ins and outs 

of firefighting, care for equipment 

through videos and hands-on 

experience. Because of having to 

depend upon each other, the fire 

company fosters a sense of 

belonging, like a military unit. 

Fellow firefighters become close-       

knit, like a family.                                      Photo: Doug DeRidder, 2018 

                                                       

Currently there are nine youth in the Post with five adult advisors. 

Doug DeRidder is well suited for training youth. He is outgoing with a 

sense of humor and a reservoir of knowledge. He was the Fire Chief in 

1987, 1988, 2000, and 2004-2007. His son Russell was Fire Chief for 

five years from 2010-2015. Training these “young heroes,” as Doug 

likes to call them, can open the door for work in a paid fire company, 

the military, forensics, mechanics, fire inspectors, instructors or, as has 

been the case with Doug, a salesman for fire equipment companies, 

as well as to become a Galway firefighter.  
 

Keep up the good work! We the people of Galway not only applaud 

you, we realize your selfless work, a life full of interruptions, for our 

sake. Thanks! 
 

Through All Seasons of Life 

Are you looking forward to Spring? Be careful not to wish your life 

away. It goes fast enough! When I asked Dusty and Arlene to send me 

some photos from their years of teaching and received such youthful 

photos, I contacted them and said they must have made a mistake. 

They sent me photos of movie stars!  



Photo: East Street Galway – looking west 
 

Everything is in a constant state of flux. We never step into the same 

river twice. The current has taken yesterday’s river downstream.  The 

Galway that I knew as a young man out of college is different from 

today. Every issue of Life in Galway just captures a snapshot in time 

that keeps on moving. Because of change, it is good to stop and get 

our bearings. We need to ask, “Where is my life taking me? Where will 

I end up?”  
 

I’m grateful that a Sunday School teacher in a small country church 

asked me as a sixteen-year-old if I was going to heaven when I died?   

Uncertain at first, I came to realize that I was not good enough to go 

there. I am still not good enough. Nobody is! I learned that my only 

hope of going to heaven was if I’d look to Jesus and trust in Him to 

rescue me.  
 
 The Bible says, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 

earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” Isaiah 45:22. I did, and He 

did. God changed my direction and destiny. I will be forever grateful 

that I heard this “good news.”  -  W. Brandow 
 

 

Special thanks to my proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna, Arlene 
Rhodes. Printing thanks to Hound Dog Graphics Saratoga Springs, NY                       
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