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Because of your generosity, this issue 

starts the sixth year of printing Life in 

Galway. Thanks!   

 

Spring 2015, Issue Twenty     Good News for you to Peruse! 

Free – Take One!  



A Word from the Editor 

 

A few weeks ago, I received a phone call 

from Phyllis Keeler, the Town of Galway 

Historian. She said, “Pastor Brandow, St. 

Mary’s is going to be celebrating a 

milestone on Saturday, May 9th. They will 

be having a Mass and a dinner to commemorate their 75th anniversary. 

Do you think it would be okay for them to park at the Baptist church?” I 

told her that we’d be delighted to let them use our church lot for parking. 

However, hearing about this milestone, I thought to myself, now that 

would be a good story for Life in Galway. I was told that the person to 

contact was Tom Liuzzo. When I called Tom to express an interest in 

attending, he not only extended a warm welcome but told me that two 

tickets for the dinner for me and my wife would be awaiting us there.  
 

Martha and I had such an enjoyable time. We were among friends, some 

of whom I have written about in Life in Galway and others who have 

contributed towards the cost of printing it. At the dinner, Paul St. John 

introduced us to the congregation as the Baptist minister and his wife. My 

camera, no doubt, marked me as a man on a mission, and I was able to 

learn a lot about the history and contribution of the Catholics to our 

community. Thus, this issue will be primarily about them. 
 

So get comfortable, pull up a chair and enjoy the warm summer breeze 

and an ice-cold glass of water, take up this issue of Life in Galway and 

enjoy your reading.  
 

As always, I wish to thank the following whose monetary gifts helped with 

the printing costs: Roger and Mary Ann Denison, Tim and Carole Jones, 

Barbara Palmer, David Rice and those who contributed through the 

donation box at Galway Market. We are also grateful to the Dockstader 

Charitable Trust which provided partial funding for the community 

information.  
 

All past issues can be found at lifeingalway.wordpress.com. If you would 

like to help with printing costs, please make out a check to the Bible 

Baptist Church of Galway, designated for Life in Galway and mail it to PO 

Box 112, Galway, NY 12074. 
 



If you have an interesting story that ought to be told or any questions 

about Life in Galway, you may write me at the above address, e-mail me 

at wrbrandow@yahoo.com, or call me at 518-488-4153. 
 

   Wayne R. Brandow   

 

St. Mary’s Celebrates 75 Years! 
It was 75 years ago on Memorial Day 

of 1940 when the former Methodist 

Church, purchased by the Catholics, 

was dedicated. 
 

From a 1940 news clipping: 

 

St. Mary’s Church at Galway 

will be dedicated and blessed 

by the Most Rev. Edmund F. 

Gibbons, D.D., Bishop of 

Albany, at solemn ceremonies to be held Thursday morning at 

10:30 o’clock when a solemn high mass will be celebrated by the 

Rev. F. Raymond Sellman, pastor. This will constitute formal 

acceptance by the diocese of the former Methodist church 

purchased recently from the United Methodist Society and will 

fulfill a long-needed want of Catholic parishioners in that locality. 
 

On the cover of this edition of Life in Galway you can see a photo from 

that very day when the church was dedicated. 
 

 Early History 
 

The year 1940 was not the beginning of a Catholic presence in Galway. 

As the early Scottish families brought the Presbyterians to Galway, the 

Irish brought the Catholics. The original Catholic church building was the 

present day dental office building on South Street (see the photo of it on 

the next page). The first Mass was celebrated in the new church in 

February 1885 (130 years ago). 

 

The purchase of the former Methodist church building was like a game of 

musical chairs. The Catholics left their building on South Street to relocate 

in the Methodist building, because the Methodists joined the 

Presbyterians and moved in with them at the Village crossroads. 

mailto:wrbrandow@yahoo.com


 

 The Anniversary Celebration 
 

 
 
(Photo: L. to R. Pastor Thomas Kelly [St Mary’s, Ballston Spa & Galway]; Father 

Ronald Matulewicz, a retired former pastor here in Galway; Deacon Ronald T. 

Hogan; Bishop Scharfenberger; Father Owen Shanley, who though retired fills in 

for Pastor Kelly; and the church organist, Bernadine Clancy at the 75th 

Celebration). 
 

What made the celebration so special for the parishioners of St. Mary’s 

was the presence of the Bishop of the Diocese of Albany, the Reverend 

Edward Scharfenbergher, D.D. It is not every day a small village church 

has such a distinguished guest. He gave a homily and officiated at the 

Mass.  



 

Being a non-Catholic observer of the whole service, the musical chanting 

of prayers and Scriptures reminded me of a conversation I had years ago 

with my Jewish doctor. We both share a love of the Hebrew language. He 

can both phonetically read and chant the Hebrew text as there are 

markings in the text to do so. Chanting was never a part of my Hebrew 

studies. So, as you can imagine, I found this aspect of the Mass very 

intriguing, which would no doubt be similar to Jewish worship.  
 

After the service, there was a dinner catered by the Cock and Bull 

Restaurant here in Galway. It was held in the spacious social hall that was 

added on to the north end of the church and has been used for the 

traditional Holy Thursday Supper, religious education classes, and youth 

activities such as Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts. 

 

To close the evening, a special cake was served that commemorated the 

occasion, and many enjoyed the fine historical display of the history of St. 

Mary’s set up by Galway’s Town Historian, Phyllis Keeler. It was a 

memorable time.   
 

St. Mary’s Church Building 
 

The building itself is 

maintained well.  

 

Looking toward the 

altar. 

 

 

 



 

Looking back toward 

the entrance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Methodist past – a stained glass 

window given by the Methodist 

minister under whose oversight it 

was built in 1892.  

 
 

Guess Who Was Seen in Church? 
Paul St. John had something he wanted to show me. He inquired if I knew 

Joe Apicella. I said that I did. He then asked if I could find him in a picture 

of the Last Supper that hangs in their social hall, painted by Galway artist, 

William F. Lendl. [I wrote about Joe in the Fall 2010, Life in Galway] 

 

I could see Joe’s likeness, (apart from 

the long beard), in the fourth disciple 

to the right of Christ. Paul told me that 

Lendl, like Norman Rockwell, used 

the likenesses of the local people. 

Lendl’s daughter, who now lives out 

of town, knows who the people are.  



Other paintings at St. Mary’s by Lendl.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galway’s Catholic Past 
I am including excerpts from “Galway Catholics Dedicate New St. Mary’s 

Church Building Memorial Day” by Anna M. Shayne, from the Galway 

Preservation Society archives, a gift of Bryan Simmons. No doubt this 

was part of the 1940 Dedication. Many thanks to Arlene Rhodes who 

pointed this out to me. This will explain the origin of Catholicism in 

Galway. 



“After a bishopric was established in Albany with Bishop Hughes at its 

head, priests, who were few in number, were directed to establish 

missions, as they were called, where a few Catholics dwelt and as 

opportunity offered. These missions later became parishes with resident 

pastors. 

 

“St. Peter’s parish was established in Saratoga Springs [in] about 1850. 

Father Cull was the first pastor who cared spiritually for the Catholics in 

the vicinity of Galway and Ballston Spa, as they were outmissions [sic] of 

St. Peter’s. 

 

“The farmers of this section of Saratoga County acted [played] an 

important part in the lives of the people, in the early 50s, who became 

heads of families in these parishes. The farmer was somewhat like the 

“patroon” of an earlier day. He was actually a “protector” and provider for 

them. The farmer often met an incoming boat in New York Harbor. He 

often assumed the care of 10 or [to] 30 of these future American citizens. 

He would transport them to his farm or adjoining farms, where they were 

fed, sheltered, clothed and given work to do, to get a start in the New 

World. Several maids were also employed by the farmer’s wife. 

 

“Because of increasing numbers in the Saratoga parish, St. Mary’s of 

Ballston Spa was established in or about 1860. Father McGeough and 

Bayard came more frequently, to celebrate Mass in Galway, at least four 

times a year in the homes of Thomas Fitzgerald, Jeremiah Driscoll, 

Thomas Shayne and Edward Hellis [sic, Hollis?]  Vines. 

 

“In 1872 LAND [sic] was purchased on the South Street in the village of 

Galway with the hope of erecting a Catholic Church thereon. . . Due to 

the fact [that] some Catholic families did not wish to contribute toward 

building a church at that time and some were reluctant to give up their 

church home in Ballston Spa, at least 12 years elapsed before St. Mary’s 

church was built in Galway. 

 

“In or about 1875, the parish of St. Paul’s, Rock City Falls, was formed. 

The Rev. M.C. Mullaney was the first pastor. Galway for the third time 

became an outmission [sic]. The pastor resided in Rock City Falls. 

 

“THE LAND [sic] on which the church was built [in Rock City Falls] was 

given by Chauncey Kilmer, owner of the paper mill and several farms in 

that section. Mr. Kilmer also donated liberally toward the building fund. 



He was a good neighbor and had the welfare of his employees at heart, 

as well as those employed by others. He knew the families would be more 

content to stay if they had a church home in that vicinity. 

 

“The seating capacity of St. Paul’s was inadequate for a few short years. 

The principal [sic] industries were paper making and the making of 

leather. Leather making was moved to Ballston Spa, and no less than 12 

paper mills were located on the banks of the Kayaderosseras Creek, or 

river. 

 

“The parish of Rock City Falls after 1883, though small numerically, was 

extensive in area. It included Galway, Charlton, Broadalbin, Northville and 

Wells in Hamilton County. (In 1923 St. Paul’s Church was closed; only 

one Catholic family resided there, in Rock City Falls). 

 

“In 1884 the Rev. John F Donohoe [The correct spelling is Donohue] 

succeeded the Rev. M.C. Mullaney as pastor of this large parish. HIS 

FIRST MASS [sic] in Galway, June 17, 1884, was celebrated in the home 

of Thomas Shayne, with a large number in attendance. It was decided on 

that day that a Catholic Church should be built in Galway. Father 

Donohoe [sic] proceeded to take a census, finding 19 families in the 

parish. The average number in a family he found to be five. He proceeded 

to redeem the site purchased in 1872 [on South Street], by paying the 

taxes thereon. Contributions were asked for and received toward the 

building fund. The work of building was begun in October, 1884. The 

church was open for the celebration of Holy Mass in February, 1885. 

 

“St. Mary’s Church, Galway, was dedicated by the Reverend Vicar-

General Thomas A. Burke of Albany, October 1886. He later became 

Bishop of Albany as the successor to Bishop McNierny. 

 

“Father Donohoe [sic] built St. Joseph’s Church in Broadalbin, while 

pastor here. Father Donohoe [sic] resided . . . in St. Mary’s Rectory, 

Ballston Spa, while pastor of St. Paul’s, St. Mary’s, and St. Joseph’s. 

 

“The Rev. John V.  Quinn of Amsterdam succeeded to the pastorate in 

1888.  He established his residence in Galway and built a fine parish 

house. Through his enterprise a village hall was erected and used for 

social affairs connected with the Galway parish. It is now owned by the 

Odd Fellows Society of Galway.  [Rebuilt in 1989, it is the site of the 

Galway Public Library today]. In 1890 Father Quinn secured the 



furnishings of the interior of St. Joseph’s Church of Broadalbin, built 

through the efforts of the former pastor and his people. 

 

“Owing to the dwindling Catholic population in Galway and the larger 

number of Catholics in Broadalbin, as well as a greater accessibility of 

Broadalbin to the nearby cities, Father Thornton [a later pastor] moved 

his residence to the latter village, where he hired quarters for himself in 

1911. 

 

“Galway was spoken of by those who endured the rigors of winter there 

as the “Siberia of the Diocese.” Galway was “distant, secluded and still” 

and quite inaccessible at times during the year. There were no improved 

County highways, no state [sic] roads in the vicinity of Galway.” 

 

[My comments] By 1940, at the time of the address, conditions in Galway 

had improved. Anna Shayne went on to mention that Father Greely, a 

pastor of the parish in the early 1900s, built St. Stephen’s Church in 

Hagaman. The sense of mission exemplified in meeting the needs of a 

growing population coming into America from Europe and other countries 

has many lessons to teach us all. I’m going to conclude with this final 

excerpt from Anna Shayne’s 1940 account of Galway’s Catholic history: 

 

“St. Mary’s parish has been in existence for 55 years. Through the 

succeeding years, Galway has had 14 pastors. May God bless them, 

living and dead. They have endured much and fought the good fight. It 

has been a struggle to “carry on” the work on the part of the successive 

pastors, to care for the wide expanse of territory in the days of slow 

transportation, [and] difficult travel . . .” 

 

Father Roger (1926-2008) 

  
There was a good man of religion, too, 

A country parson, poor, I warrant you;  

But rich he was in holy thought and work. 

He was a learned man also, a clerk 

       Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 

 

I came to Galway in 1977 when I was a young man in my twenties. There 

was at that time a priest at St. Mary’s by the name of Roger Prefontaine. 

He was actually one year older than my father. I heard a lot about Father 

Roger and finally we became acquainted.  



Roger was in a monastic order; therefore, he took vows of celibacy, 

poverty, and obedience. He was one of three boys in the same family who 

joined the same order, the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Ordained in 1953, he first served as a high school teacher for eight years 

and a treasurer of a Seminary in Hyde Park, NY. In 1962, he was 

summoned to Rome by the Superior General of his Order during the 

Second Vatican Council. Speaking fluent French and Italian he served in 

the General Headquarters and International Seminary in Rome in many 

capacities and eventually became the Treasurer General of his Order 

worldwide. After 13 years in Rome he willingly left for various pastoral 

assignments. The first was in Broadalbin, NY, and it was then that he 

served as a pastor in Galway as an out mission of Broadalbin. 

 

Father Roger was truly a people’s priest.  His kindness and interest in 

people made him well loved wherever he was called to serve. He had a 

gentle and cheerful spirit. As a Baptist, though we differed in doctrine, I 

admired his love for people. I also remember his love for the Scriptures. 

In Galway, he led Bible studies in which non-Catholics attended as well. 

Father Roger was a help to Liz Feulner in getting the Greater Galway 

Community Services Association (GGCSA) off the ground to meet the 

needs of the less fortunate in Galway [see Hurricane Lizzie, “Unleashing 

Power for Good” in the Spring 2011 issue of Life in Galway].  I gave him 

a copy of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress when he moved on. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kids’ Round Up 

Mark your calendars for a special week 

of fun this August 10-14th, 10-11:30, 

Mon – Fri. (Information: Call 488-4153) 

      Two teams: Sheriffs and Marshalls 

                     It Is Free! 

Schedule: 

  9:30 AM        Registration (Monday) 

10:00-10:10    Opening & Songs 

10:10-10:30    Bible Lesson 

10:30-10:40    Memory Work 

10:40-11:10    Games 

11:10-11:20    Food 

11:20-11:30    Closing (Prize Board and  

                       Contest) 

 

    AUGUST 10-14th 



Galway’s New Public Library 

                     Architect’s rendition of the new library 

 

Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to come to see the footprint of 

the planned new library staked out on the library’s property across from 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church on East Street on Sunday afternoon, 

August 23, 2015.  

 

Just what is on the drawing board? Come and get a feel for the project. 

Look over the plans in the library or at the library website 

<galwaypubliclibrary.org>. Stand on the site and visualize it. This cannot 

but help when the bond referendum (after tallying grants and gifts, the 

approval of money to be borrowed to build) occurs this fall.  

 

Libraries bring many benefits to a community beyond books and 

magazines. My ability to produce Life in Galway is due in part to the many 

free computer courses I’ve taken in area libraries. One special aspect that 

I’m looking forward to in the new library is space to house archives of local 

Galway history and resources on hand to research it. It would be good to 

have a safe and secure place to deposit valuable historical documents.   

 

The August 23rd event will include activities for children, hikes on the 

property, refreshments, and performances beginning at 3 p.m. by 

folksinger / songwriter Dan Berggren and Native American story teller 

Joseph Bruchac.  I plan on attending. Look me up if you have a story for 

Life in Galway. I hope to see you there!  
                    
Special thanks to my proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna, Arlene Rhodes.  
 
Printing thanks to Local Living In – at locallivingin.com. 
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