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A Word from the Editor  
 

On August 27, 1789, a handful of Baptists who 

had moved into New Galloway (as Galway 

was once called) covenanted together to form 

a church. It would be called the Second 

Galway Baptist Church. At that time Galway was a sparsely settled wilderness, 

but not for long. The Baptists moved into the area like a flood and in a span of 

sixteen years, starting with the First Galway Baptist Church in 1778, four 

Baptist Churches would be formed within New Galloway. In 1833, the Second 

Baptist Church alone would have 253 members. This number would not include 

visitors or children, as one had to be old enough to relate one’s experience of 

being born again before one could be baptized and consequently a member. As 

it was expected that a person should not “absent oneself” from the meeting, 

one can imagine how crowded the present church building must have been. A 

building large enough to accommodate such a number favors the 1829 date of 

the present meeting house, which was the second church building of the 2
nd

 

Galway Baptist Church. Originally, they would have met in barns and homes. 

As this year marks the 225
th
 year of that church (now called the Bible Baptist 

Church of Galway), this special issue will share stories about people from its 

past.  This issue of Life in Galway will be a little different from previous issues; 

however, I’m sure that you will find this glimpse into Galway’s past as 

fascinating as I have while doing the research. (Photo on cover, land across 

Sacandaga Road from post office in Galway). 
 

As always, I’d like to thank those who have contributed since the Summer 

edition. You help make the free distribution of this booklet possible on a 

quarterly basis.  Special thanks to Michael and Louise Churchill, George and 

Jean Weed, and those who contributed via the collection box placed in Galway 



Market. We are grateful as well to the Dockstader Charitable Trust, which has 

supplied partial funding to make known community information. 
 

Enjoy your reading!   

            Wayne  R. Brandow 

 

Joy and Sadness: the story of 
John Humme. 
 
Do you recognize the good-looking 

fellow in the photo? It is none other than 

John Humme, that bachelor pastor of the 

Baptist Church in the village of Galway 

on his wedding day, John Humme! His 

bride was Mary Ann Kress of the First 

Presbyterian Church in Schenectady, 

NY. Their wedding day, May 31, 1958, 

would be one of the happiest days of his 

life. In preparation, the church was painted with a fresh coat of paint.  
 

I first met John when he came to visit the church back in 1995. From that day 

on, every once in awhile, I’d hear a knock on the parsonage door and there 

would stand John. “Won’t you come in for coffee?” I’d query, and we’d sit and 

he’d share with me about his life, his love for Galway, and especially his love 

for Mary Ann.  

 

His wedding here caused quite a stir. 

Sioux McMullen, a long-time member 

of the church, told me that as a little 

girl, she thought that Mary Ann on 

her wedding day was just beautiful!  
 

John was born in Hull, Iowa, on 

October 24, 1929. He was a farm 

boy. He left the farm and went to 

school and graduated from 

Northwestern College, Hope College, and Westminster Theological Seminary. 

Though he was brought up in a Reformed Church in the Midwest, he became a 

Baptist. The Baptist Church of Galway (2
nd

 Baptist) was his first pastorate. He 

served here from 1957-1960 as well as in the Hagadorn Mills Baptist Church 

(the present Providence Baptist Church). His pay was one offering a month, 

whatever was collected that week. He supplemented his income by driving a 



school bus. After he married Mary Ann, her salary as a school teacher in 

Rotterdam helped out. Being handy, the first year he put a heating system in 

the parsonage and in the church. God blessed John and Mary Ann with three 

children: Christopher, Cynthia, and Cheryl. He enjoyed being the Pastor here. 
 

I’ve told you about the joy-filled part 

of the story; now let me tell you the 

sorrow. The church, at that time, had 

a practice where each year a vote 

would be taken to determine if the 

pastor would continue as minister. In 

1960, the vote was taken and John 

was affirmed to continue. When a 

member, Luther Graves, objected as 

he was not in the meeting, the 

meeting was reconvened and the 

outcome was reversed, John was 

dismissed for being “too 

Presbyterian” since he went to a 

Presbyterian Seminary, married a 

Presbyterian wife, and attended a 

Presbyterian Conference, Peniel. 

Such was an unfounded charge; 

John Humme was a Baptist through and through. As a result, he was deeply 

hurt by the dismissal. However, he found another poor, struggling church in 

Maine.  
 

The next powerful blow came when Mary Ann was diagnosed with cancer. 

They moved back to the Capital District, and she died on May 29, 1969, leaving 

behind John with three little children ages eight, four, and three.  
 

In the midst of it all, John had a strong faith. Sometimes when all seems to be 

going against a person and he, or she, does not know if he can hang on any 

longer, he discovers that the Lord is very much present. 
 

My favorite passage in The Institutes of Christian Religion by John Calvin, a 

theologian John and I esteemed, is about cross bearing. If God the Father did 

not pamper his only begotten and dearly beloved Son, but gave Him up for us 

all (Christ suffered on the cross to rescue His people.), shall we not also expect 

that there will be times in our lives when we will be, as it were, in water over our 

head, beyond our own resources, being unable to touch the bottom.. If we are 

to be Christ-like, we may be called upon to bear our own cross whether it is 

poverty, disease, bereavement, toils or dangers. Yet in all these, God is able to 



hold our heads above the water and bring us through. The existence of 

hardship in our lives is not an evidence of God’s lack of love toward us. The 

proof of this is His never-ending love for Jesus Christ, His Son, whom He 

afflicted. John believed this! 
 

After Mary Ann’s death, John worked for 25 years as an Attendance Counselor 

for the Newark Board of Education in Newark, NJ, until his retirement in 1995. 

He then moved to Duanesburg, NY.  
   

John Humme went home to be with the Lord and Mary Ann, whom he loved, on 

February 13, 2013.  

 

Same Church, Different Name! 
 

People often ask how the name of the church 

went from being the Second Galway Baptist to the Bible Baptist Church of 

Galway. It happened in 1966. Vern Haskell was the pastor at the time, and he 

was a graduate of Moody Bible College. The church associated with this school 

is the famous Moody Bible Church. Vern wanted to change the name to Galway 

Bible Church. Deacon Luther Graves objected. He did not want the word 

“Baptist” to drop from the name. A compromise was offered by Ethel Overbeek, 

the church organist. She suggested that it be called “Bible Baptist Church of 

Galway.” All agreed, and it has been that name ever since. 

 

Galway’s Overlooked Historical Treasure! 
 

This Summer, Martha and I went to Schoharie to see the Palatine House and 

then a few weeks later, down to New Paltz to see Huguenot Street. The 

Palatines were poor Lutheran refugees from Germany who fled to London. 

They were survivors of the many religious wars along the Rhine River. Queen 

Anne of England felt pity upon them and the Mohawk sachems who were taken 

to meet the Queen invited them to come and live here in upstate New York 

among them. For the British, the Palatines would be a buffer from the French 

and their Indian allies and provide them with Naval stores (tar and pine). After 

an indenture of seven years, they would be free to work their own land. 
 

I have a special interest in the Palatines. The actor, Marlin Brando, and I share 

a common ancestor in Johann Wilhelm Brandau, a Palatine who came with his 

vrow (wife) and son to the Hudson River Valley in 1710. The Palatine House is 

the oldest standing house in Schoharie. Originally it had multiple uses as the 

parsonage and the church building of those early settlers. Costumed guides 

introduced us to what life was like in the 1700s.    



Huguenot Street in New Paltz features a 

graveyard, a reconstructed church, and houses of 

the French Calvinists who settled there. Costumed 

guides also told of their life and beliefs. Both 

sightseeing excursions reminded me that in our 

own town of Galway another group found a home 

to make a living and worship without being harassed. That group was the 

Baptists. I mentioned in the introduction about how, when Galway was first 

settled, this distinct group overran the surrounding countryside, mingling with 

the Presbyterians who had first come here. 
 

Let me tell you a little 

about those Baptists 

that came here to “New 

Galloway.” Though there 

were a few Baptists in 

Puritan New England 

such as Roger Williams 

and British Baptists who 

settled in the 

Philadelphia area, the 

greatest source of 

Baptist growth in 

America came out of the 

Great Awakening. 

During the Great 

Awakening, under the preaching of George Whitfield and others, all the 

colonies were in turmoil. Like the apostles in the Book of Acts, the colonists’ 

world was turned upside down. The preaching brought about a new and 

intensified awareness of personal sin and a fear of judgment in the hands of a 

Just and Holy God. It was creating great anxiety in those who rightly 

understood the preaching. On the other hand, when the Gospel (Good News) 

of forgiveness that could be found in Christ was preached, the Gospel brought 

not only great relief, but also great joy. God was at work calling large numbers 

of people to Himself.  It was a God-sent revival, and although an abundance of 

people were rejoicing and in favor of it, there were those who opposed it.  
 

In New England, a number of pastors in the established Congregational 

churches wrote the revival off as “enthusiasm.” This resulted in some ministers 

and laymen who favored the revival to break away from them and form 

Separate Congregational Churches. It was out of these Separate 

Congregational Churches that the Baptists came. Being seen as schismatic, 

both the Separate Congregationalists and Baptists were harassed and forced to 



pay taxes in support of the state-funded Congregational Church. First 

Amendment rights were initially applied to the Federal government but not to 

the States. The Congregational Church was the established church of 

Massachusetts until 1830. The kind of Baptists that flooded Galway were the 

Separate Baptists. 
 

Some of the leading men in the Separate Baptist movement had ties to the 

Baptist church in Galway. Prominent Pastors, Deacons, and church members 

from the 2nd Galway Baptist Church were Abijah Peck, Joseph Cornell, Elisha 

Andrews, Samuel Rogers, Eugenio Kincaid, and from the 4th Galway Baptist 

Church, Lemuel Covell. 
 

Let me tell you briefly how the church got started and who these men were. 
 

The Baptists initially gathered in the work shop of Abijah 

Peck. He was a weaver, and he set up his loom to weave 

the community’s homespun threads into cloth. A meeting 

was set up in the barn of James Warren to discuss the 

matter of starting a church. It is interesting to note that the 

Presbyterians also first met in James Warren’s barn to 

start a church. He was actually a Baptist and the first 

church records were written by his hand. On August 27, 

1789, a handful of Baptists covenanted together to enter into a church 

relationship. Peck would go on to become a Pastor and founded the Clifton 

Park Baptist Church. He labored there his entire life and was highly esteemed 

in Baptist circles. 
 

The first settled Pastor of 2
nd

 Galway was Elder Joseph Cornell. He was a 

renowned farmer preacher who started two other Baptist churches (in 

Manchester, Vermont, and Providence, Rhode Island), as well as serving as a 

home missionary to Upper Canada and Western New York. In the Centennial 

Services of the church he founded in Rhode Island, written in 1905, we find the 

following: 
 

Mr. Cornell was a remarkable man. Almost entirely uneducated, he was 

yet able to command the unction of the Spirit wherever he went. The 

passion of the cross and the mystery of the future throbbed in his 

message; it was the speech and the wisdom that brought men to our 

Lord Christ with strong crying and tears. His preaching drew crowds 

and many by his guidance passed through the crisis of spiritual 

change. 

 

Past issues of Life in Galway? Check out lifeingalway.wordpress.com 



How well-known was he? I have anecdotes from his life and information from 

many sources; however, the Baptist historian David Benedict (1779-1874), in 

his book, Fifty Years Among the Baptists, lists 405 Baptists of note in America 

(Abijah Peck made the list.) and gives biographical sketches of 18 of them. The 

most extended treatment is given to Joseph Cornell, Dr. Furman of Charleston, 

SC, and Dr. Jesse Mercer and Abraham Marshall, both of Georgia. 
 

Joseph Cornell, once he came to Galway in 1794, maintained his residence 

here on a farm for the rest of his life, though he was often away on missionary 

labors and for his stint as Pastor in Providence, R.I. He died in the arms of his 

son, here in Galway, at the age of 79 having served the Lord for more than 50 

years. He is buried in the Galway cemetery. You can see his tombstone there. 
 

Elisha Andrews was a school teacher and surveyor here in Galway. He was 

converted and baptized under the ministry of Joseph Cornell and  became a 

distinguished minister. An account of his life can be found in William Sprague’s 

Annals of the American Baptist Pulpit, 1860. 
 

An account of the life of Samuel Rogers, Pastor of 2
nd

 Galway 1808-1813 is 

mentioned in a chapter entitled, “Biographical Sketches of a Few Distinguished 

Ministers of the Body” in History of the Shaftsbury Association written by 

Stephen Wright in 1853. Out of 176 ministers of the Shaftsbury Association, 

only 21 are in this chapter. In addition to Rogers are Joseph Cornell and Abijah 

Peck. 
 

Eugenio Kincaid’s first pastorate was at 2
nd

 Galway in 

1824-25. He later went on to work with the famous 

Baptist missionary, Adoniram Judson and took over 

Judson’s work in Rangoon, Burma. He also helped start 

Lewisburg University which in turn became Bucknell 

University. You can read about him in Cathcart’s The 

Baptist Encyclopedia, 1881 and also in a biography: 

Alfred S. Patton, The Hero Missionary: or, a History of the 

Labours of the Rev. Eugenio Kincaid., 1858. 
 

The last Galway Baptist I mentioned previously is Elder Lemuel Covell, Pastor 

of the 4
th
 Galway Baptist Church, 1795-1798. He became a missionary to the 

Tuscarora Indians and was supported in this endeavor by the Baptists of the 

Shaftsbury Association. His life can be found in Deidamia Brown’s book, 

Memoir of the Late Rev. Lemuel Covell, 1839. As you can see, Galway is rich 

in Baptist history. Another notable minister of 2
nd

 Galway of a later date, John 

Humpstone, is featured in the next article. 

 



Dr. Humpstone 
 

If you lived in the village of Galway in the late 

1800s, you would have known this 

prosperous and celebrated Pastor. He owned 

the home on South Street that currently 

belongs to Ruth Schaff.  
 

John Humpstone was born in England on May 

4, 1850. His father was a pastor who 

immigrated to America when John was a boy. 

John was gifted. Like Joseph Cornell, he had 

an amazing ability for public speaking, even 

as a child. Unlike Cornell, he was highly 

educated.  John graduated from Lewisburg 

University in 1871 and Crozer Theological Seminary in 1874. According to 

William Cathcart in his The Baptist Encyclopedia: 
 

Before his studies were completed he was compelled to leave school 

for a year, during which time he supplied the church in Galway N.Y. 

[2nd Galway Baptist] A revival was the result, and 43 converts desired 

to be baptized by him, and for this reason a council was called  and he 

was ordained at Galway in 1873. 
 

After graduation from Crozer, John had a brief pastorate outside Philadelphia, 

and then he was called to Calvary Baptist Church in Albany, NY, serving there 

from 1877- 1882. The church grew and a new building was built in 1880. 
 

In 1881, one hundred and eighty men and women from the Washington Avenue 

Baptist Church in New York City met in the Adelphi Academy to form the 

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Brooklyn.  They elected eight Deacons, a Church 

Clerk and a Treasurer. All they needed was a minister! They set their eyes on a 

successful young pastor in Albany, NY. On December 1, 1882, Dr. John 

Humpstone became their Pastor, a position he would hold for 30 years! What 

was his ministry like there? Consider the following quotes: 
 

His preaching and pastoral work made the church one of the strongest 

and wealthiest in the Baptist denomination and attracted a 

congregation distinguished alike for culture and devotion.(The National 

Cyclopedia of American Biography)  
 

Emmanuel Baptist Church at Lafayette Avenue and St. James Place is 

a comparatively new church, having been organized in 1881. The 



pastor, the Rev. John Humpstone, is one of the most prominent 

clergymen in Brooklyn and has gathered a large and devoted 

congregation about him. The church is a very handsome one and is 

famed throughout the Greater New York for its choral services. (The 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 18, 1899). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church building erected under Humpstone’s ministry looked like a 

cathedral! The dedication of this building took place on April 17, 1887, with a 

sermon by Dr. John A. Broadus of the Southern Theological Seminary, 

Louisville, Kentucky. Broadus’ book, On the Preparation and Delivery of 

Sermons is a classic. 
 

There is something else that is interesting 

about Dr. Hunmpstone. He was happily 

married. His wife was a Galway girl, Mary 

Paul, daughter of Cyrus Paul. They were 

married on June 23, 1874, after graduating 

from Crozier. Mary died in 1901. Her 

elaborate tombstone testifies to her 

Christian faith and John’s love. On the top is 

a cross. On the south side is engraved 

“Mary Paul Humpstone wife of John 

Humpstone 1852-1901,” On the east side: 

“Mary!” – “Rabboni,” which is what the 

biblical Mary said upon seeing Jesus on 

Easter morning. On the north side: “Her 

own works praise her” which is a quote from 

Proverbs 31 on the virtuous woman.  



More could be said about Dr. Humpstone. He remarried in 1911, retired in 

1912, and died in Rye, NY on December 18, 1929  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Soon!  
The Galway Preservation Society is pleased to announce that the publication, 

Galway 1900 – 1949, A Photographic History of Life in the Town of Galway, 

Saratoga County, New York, will soon be available for purchase! Over 300 

photographs with detailed captions document the history of the Town of Galway 

in the first half of the twentieth century. The book shows the ways Galway has 

changed, from the days when the Village was a summer resort with large 

hotels, when water-powered mills dotted the Glowegee Creek and the majority 

of the residents farmed, to 1949 when Galway began to look much as it does 

today. The publication date and details will be posted on the GPS website 

http://galwaypubliclibrary.org/gps/ soon. 

 

Would you like to help with printing costs of Life in Galway? 
Make your check out to Bible Baptist Church of Galway and send it to the 

church at PO Box 112, Galway, NY, 12074. Note that it is for Life in Galway. 

http://galwaypubliclibrary.org/gps/


 

 

You are invited to the 

225th Celebration of the 

Bible Baptist Church of Galway 
Saturday, October 11, 2014  

10 AM to Noon! 

2095 East Street Galway, NY 

 

Lecture: “Baptist Faith and Life: Past, Present, and Future” by 

Pastor Wayne R. Brandow 

 

Refreshments, Guided Tours of the Church and Parsonage, 

Special Display by Phyllis Keeler, Town Historian, and Charge to 

the Church by the Rev. Gordon Taylor, Director of the Association 

of Reformed Baptist Churches of America (ARBCA)  
 

Special thanks to my proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna, Arlene 

Rhodes. Printing thanks to Local Living In – at locallivingin.com. 

 
     Copyright © 2014 by Wayne R. Brandow. All rights reserved 


