
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     These Galway kids grew up to walk in their Dad’s  
     footsteps!   Do you know who their Dad is? 
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A Word from  

the Editor  
 

This issue of Life in Galway ushers in its fifth 

year of existence. Sixteen regular issues and 

one special edition have been written of this quarterly. After four years, I’ve still 

barely scratched the surface of people and organizations to write about. In this 

issue the Galway Emergency Medical Services (GEMS, Galway’s Ambulance 

Corp) will be highlighted with a story about one of its most prominent members, 

Mike Jazwinski. Through the telling of Mike’s story in the article “Family Ties,” it 

is my desire to bring to light the valuable service the GEMS provides for our 

community. I also would like to point out something so characteristic of life in 

Galway; that is, how many children who grow up here follow in their father’s 

footsteps. Then, I will tell the story of young Kyle Donnan, fresh out of college, 

unmarried, hardworking, and ambitious, who is running the family farm, also 

following in generational footsteps. 

 

After I wrote and published the first two editions of Life in Galway, I remember a 

conversation with my father, who was a very successful businessman. My 

father liked the idea of this quarterly but wondered about its viability due to the 

cost of printing. Presently, it costs 84 cents to print each copy. Including this 

issue, 11,400 copies have been printed. To date, starting with the fourth edition, 

the Dockstader Charitable Trust has contributed $3,350.00. The remaining 

balance of $5,545.00 has come from individuals and organizations.  All of the 

monies have been used exclusively for printing. To our surprise, donations 

began to come in and as a result, so far, it has been completely funded. I am 

truly grateful for the generous people and organizations who enjoy Life in 

Galway and have donated over the years.  

 

Since the last issue, I’d like to once again thank the Dockstader Charitable 

Trust for the grant to cover these stories of the Galway community. Also, I am 

thankful to Tim and Carole Jones, Earl and Phyllis Keeler, and those who gave 

donations through the collection box at the Galway Market. 

 

A separate savings account has been set up by the Bible Baptist Church of 

Galway for Life in Galway. If you would like to help with printing costs, please 

make your check out to the Bible Baptist Church of Galway with a note on it 

that it is for Life in Galway and send it to the church at PO Box 112, Galway, 

NY 12074.  



 

To see past issues of Life in Galway 
PDF files of past issues of Life in Galway are online at 

lifeingalway.wordpress.com. On the home page, click “PDF files of Each Issue” 

on the menu bar.  So far, the online version has had close to 7,000 hits!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy your reading! 

 

Summer greetings friend, from the Baptist parsonage! 

Wayne Brandow 

 

Family Ties 

The interview was finished and through e-mail came the following note:  
 

I do not know if I mentioned in our discussions - BUT I would 

appreciate it if you put in the story that I AM SO VERY PROUD OF 

CHAD AND HEATHER - they gave me strength to carry on through the 

years. Thank you, Mike Jazwinski 
 

Did you recognize Heather and Chad on the cover? If you did, you knew a long- 

overdue article on Mike Jazwinski and the Galway Emergency Medical 

Services (GEMS) was awaiting you. When I think of community service, Mike is 



up on the top tier of my list, and one of Galway’s finest and most needed 

services is its ambulance corps. 

 

The interview revealed some 

interesting facts about Galway. Do 

you know Galway’s most dangerous 

intersection? According to Mike, it is Route 67 and Jockey Street. Three 

fatalities were reported there last year. As to be expected, heart attacks and car 

accidents are the most common emergency call the GEMS receives each year. 

The uncertainty of life is seen in the work of those called upon in emergency 

situations. People have died in Galway by such unlikely means as hitting a cow 

with a car and being hit by an airborne tire in an accident. GEMS is also 

involved with non-emergency situations such as: transporting mentally unstable 

individuals for the police and taking infirm individuals to the hospital. 
 

Due to the nature of the job, the GEMS is being staffed by more paid personnel 

than volunteers. At present, there are seven volunteers and 15 paid staff. 

Because people in Galway can be transported to hospitals as far away as 

Albany and Gloversville, and more locally to Saratoga Springs, Amsterdam or 

Schenectady, each call can last a few hours. Extensive training is required to 

be an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT). When you see EMTs, firemen, 

and the police at the scene of an accident, it becomes immediately apparent 

how very proficient and well-trained they all are. Once upon the scene, they are 

active. They all know what they are doing! We should all thank God for them. 



The Galway Ambulance Corps was started in 1966. The first ambulance was a 

hearse purchased from the C. L. Anibal Funeral Home. Cecil Anibal established 

this business in 1936 at the site of the present day Richard Ryan Funeral 

Home. He was both a funeral director and an ambulance driver. Imagine what it 

would have been like to be in an accident in those days and have a hearse 

come to transport you? It would be a little foreboding to say the least! However, 

the caring nature of Cecil is in character with what I have come to appreciate 

about the people of Galway.  
 

Since the building where the ambulance is located is staffed around the clock, 

once a phone call is received, the ambulance is on its way in two and a half  

minutes. Being in the Village, it can reach anyone there in a minute. Because of 

the extensive area covered, the average travel time is 13 minutes. Mike 

practically lives at the station since he has a motor home parked behind the 

building. 

 

Let me tell you about Mike 

Jazwinski, who is pictured 

here with his grandson, 

Jonathan.  Mike was born 

on August 13, 1947, in 

Flushing Hospital in 

Queens, NY. In 1956, his 

family moved to Galway. 

Going from the city to the 

country was a big change. 

He attended third grade in 

the Methodist church in the village!  Fourth and fifth grade were spent in the old 

brick school that was at 2123 East Street.  In sixth grade, Mike went to the 

brand “new” Joseph Henry Elementary School.  
 

In 1962, his father took the family back to Queens where Mike attended high 

school but never finished because he suffered a head injury. He was able to 

land a job fueling planes at Kennedy International Airport. It was a good job, but 

he didn’t like the city. Two of his cars were stolen, and his five-mile commute to 

work during rush hour took one and a half to two hours.   
 

It is not surprising that Mike, having tasted life in the country, moved back to 

Galway in1968. He found work at DeRusso Chevrolet on Route 50 in Ballston 

Spa, and it wasn’t long afterward that he was married and living in a house 

which he built.  

Church organist or pianist needed at the Bible 

Baptist Church of Galway; please call 488-4153. 



In 1971, Mike joined the Galway Ambulance Corps. One of the difficulties of 

serving in a small community ambulance corps is the death of those you know. 

On his first call, he transported his neighbor, who sadly, died on the way to the 

hospital. The following year, Mike became an EMT.  
 

A succession of life-changing events occurred one after another. In 1975, Chad 

was born. Mike started a new job at Schenectady Chemicals in 1977. Just two 

years later, a second house was built and Heather was born. Then, a sad 

chapter in his life occurred. In 1983 his marriage ended through divorce. Mike’s 

attorney told him that he was the first father in Saratoga County to be awarded 

custody of his children. On that day Mike became a single parent with an eight 

year old son and a four year old daughter.  
 

The Ambulance Corps and his family were at the heart of Mike’s life. In 1991, 

Mike became the Captain of the Ambulance Corps (now known as GEMS). He 

has been Captain ever since. In 1998, Mike earned his GED (high school 

equivalency degree). Afterward he went to Hudson Valley Community College 

and graduated in 2001 with an Associate Degree as a NYS Paramedic. 
 

Many have acknowledged Mike’s community service over the years. He 

received an award by the Saratoga County Supervisors for outstanding 

volunteerism and from the Galway Lions Club, the Lions Knight of the Blind 

Award. I think of Mike as the personification of the Galway Ambulance Corps. 

His presence makes me think of that fine organization. However, in closing I 

want to acknowledge his greatest achievement and that is his family.  Chad and 

Heather owe so much to their father’s example. Both are community servants 

like their Dad.  

 

In a past issue of Life in Galway, 

(Summer 2011) I told of Chad 

rescuing two sisters from a car 

moments before a train hit it. 

They had swerved to avoid hitting 

a deer and the car flipped on its 

roof and slid down an 

embankment into the path of an 

oncoming train. (Photo: Chad) 
 

Chad graduated from Galway High taking BOCES classes. He has his own 

welding business and also works for a machine shop programming computers. 

Like his Dad, Chad also serves the community. He is a volunteer firefighter, 

and he has served as Fire Chief of the Galway Volunteer Fire Company. 
 

Check out Life in Galway online – http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com 



Heather, too, has grown up to have a real community-mindedness. Her career 

choices reflect this. She was a 911 dispatcher for Saratoga County. She 

pursued an associate degree at Cobleskill Community College and became a 

paramedic. She is now an emergency room technician at Saratoga Hospital. 

Like her father, she spends a lot of time at the Galway Emergency Medical 

Services. She received an award in 2004 for rescuing a fireman from the 

Mohawk River. 

 

(Photo: Heather and her Dad, Mike Jazwinski) 
 

The profound influence of a father in his children’s lives is not only found in the 

Jazwinski family. It can be found in many Galway families, Consider Lenny 

Weiss. Like Mike, Lenny was a single father, and a fireman. His twin sons, John 

and Jason, are both active firemen. Other examples are Doug DeRidder and 

his son Russ who both have served as Fire Chief; Kevin Barkley and his son 

Kevin Jr. who likewise were both Fire Chiefs; volunteer fireman Ray Galusha 

and his son, Matt, and lastly, the whole Schlueter family. Bob and Penny 

Schlueter and their son Matt and daughter Erin are all active in the Galway 

Volunteer Fire Company. 
 

Volunteers are men and women of action. They do not just talk about what 

ought to be done. They do it. In many cases, they may be unaware of the good 

they are doing for their children as they show by their own example a concern 

for the welfare of others.  
 

My hat goes off to the many volunteers in Galway, men and women, who serve 

others in more organizations than the two I’ve highlighted here! 



Kyle – The Sixth Generation Donnan 

 

 

From past issues of Life in Galway, you may have gathered that not only do I 

love to walk out in the countryside of Galway, but I often take a small point and 

shoot digital camera just in case I see something worthy of a  photo.  Often it is 

a photo of a familiar scene but cast in a different light. One of my favorite 

places to take pictures is on Donnan Road.  

 
It was a on a walk around the block last summer that I came across the 

formidable trio pictured above. (Left to right: Kyle Donnan, Tim Jones, and 

Kyle’s Grandfather, Hume Donnan). They were helping another farmer round 

up some stray cows that just happened to wander onto Donnan land.  



I’ve come to appreciate the Donnans. I’ve known the Donnans since I first 

came to Galway. I remember visiting Kyle’s Great-Grandmother Agnes (Hume’s 

mother) in the old farmhouse and recall her vibrant Christian faith. She was a 

Presbyterian and attended Scotch Church (the nickname for the West Charlton 

United Presbyterian Church). I recall her telling me about the Womens 

Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) of which she and two other women I 

knew at the time, Eugenia Cook and her sister, Gladys Brown, were members. 

Hume and his wife Chris, also solid members of Scotch Church, have exhibited 

to our family the most cordial expressions of neighborliness. They were 

mentioned in the very first issue of Life in Galway.  
 

 On a previous walk, I met Kyle for the first time. Since then we’ve kept the 

conversation going. I knew that his was a story to be told.  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kyle Donnan was born in 1991 to Hume 

(same name as Kyle’s grandfather) and 

Joanne. His mother was brought up on a 

farm and is a teacher in Galway. As a boy on a farm, Kyle had his share of 

chores. He had to get milk for the family and feed the pigs. The Donnans raise 

commodities, not only to sell, but to be consumed by the family. Every year, 

they produce a few turkeys to eat, 

meat chickens for the family, eggs, 

milk, beef, pork, and homegrown 

produce from both the garden and 

fields. One plus about farming is 

that you never go hungry!  The 

Donnan place was a dairy farm until 

Kyle was seven years old. In 1998, 

his father sold the dairy herd and 

began to raise beef cattle.  
 

4-H plays a large part in the life of 

farm kids. It was at 4-H that Kyle learned about gun safety. His dad gave him 

practice shooting by giving him a little money for birds that threatened the crop. 

He had to know which ones to shoot and the price varied depending upon the 

This photo of Kyle and his sister Katie 

was taken last September. They are so 

close that Kyle uses it as his Facebook 

profile photo. Katie is one year older 

than Kyle. At the time of this photo Kyle 

was running the Donnan farm! 

 



kind. The prize to shoot was a crow, which was hard to hit for a boy with a 

pellet gun. Crows do not let you get too close. When Kyle was in high school he 

competed on the Galway Jr. Rifle Team.  (For a Life in Galway article on the 

doors this sport has opened to Galway youth, see the Spring 2011 issue) 
 

Kyle received an offer of a 70% tuition paid scholarship to attend the University 

of Tennessee and compete on their rifle team. However, when Kyle went on his 

college visits, he liked Murray State in Kentucky, but the coach had all the 

positions filled for his team. Kyle wrote to the coach and was told he’d let him 

try out. When school started, one of the students recruited did not show up 

which gave Kyle a place on the team but without any scholarship monies. 

Shooting well his first year, he was awarded a scholarship for the remaining two 

years of school. Kyle completed a four-year course of study in three years and 

received a B.S. in Agriculture Business at age 21. 

 

After graduation he 

was offered a job at 

his uncle’s large dairy 

farm in Schuylerville, 

NY. It has a dairy herd 

of 600 cows and 1,200 

acres. I was amazed 

at the scope of the 

operation. His uncle 

employed five just to 

milk the cows, one for 

herd health, one to 

feed the cows, and 

two to work the fields!   
 

However, Kyle’s father wanted him to take over the Donnan farm. Kyle worked 

out an arrangement with his father to purchase it, which makes him the sixth 

Donnan to farm the land. His grandfather and grandmother live in a separate 

dwelling that was built just after Hume and Chris got married. Kyle’s 

grandfather, Hume, tends to the pigs and chickens.  Kyle oversees the rest and 

hired two college students, Andrew Sutton and Lukas Alvord, to help him tend 

the herd and do field work.  
 

Kyle loves to hunt. It was wild turkey season as I interviewed him and he told 

me that he saw two large tom turkeys on his land. Just the other day, he saw a 

red-tailed hawk swoop down and grab his turkey decoy out in a field. He 

informed me that you need the decoy plus a turkey call to get the turkeys in 

range.  



Visiting Kyle in the farmhouse, (a new one since I visited his grandmother over 

30 years ago) reminded me of a guy’s dorm room. His drum set is in the living 

room. He plays in the praise band at the West Charlton Reformed Church. His 

mother and sister are both in the choir there. Not seeing any dirty dishes, I 

asked him if he cooks his own meals. He said that he texts his mom and sister 

and they decide where (his mother’s or sister’s house) they will all have dinner 

together.  
 

I asked about the prospects of a wife. He said that not everyone is cut out to be 

a farmer’s wife. Most come from farm families. He told me that his sister is 

dating a farmer now. So, any young women out there looking for an ambitious, 

hard working guy, here is your chance!  
 

In a day when some question the industry of the coming generation, Kyle 

Donnan refreshingly reminds us all that there are still many who are not afraid 

to tackle a big project and who have the ambition and sterling work ethic to get 

the job done. 
  

Here are some photos of the Donnandale Farm which has been in the Donnan 

family since 1836.   



1789 – A Year to Remember! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April 28   Fletcher Christian leads mutiny on HMS Bounty 

 

 April 30   George Washington becomes President of the United States 

 

 July 14  The French Revolution begins with the storming of the Bastille 

 

 Aug 27     The Second Baptist Church of New Galloway (Bible Baptist  

                                    Church of Galway) was founded 

 

 Nov 21 North Carolina ratifies the United States Constitution and becomes  

                  the   12
th

 U.S. State 

 

At the founding of our nation, in the days of Washington, a few Baptists gathered to 

start a church in the wilderness of New Galloway! 

 

Celebrate our 225th with us this fall – meeting TBA!  
Worship with us – Sundays 11 A M, 2095 East Street, Galway   
 
Special thanks to my proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna, Arlene 

Rhodes. Printing thanks to Local Living In – at locallivingin.com. 
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