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A Word from the Editor 
This issue starts the fourth year of 
publication of Life in Galway.  Twelve 
regular issues and one special Christmas 

issue have been printed. If you missed any past issue, you can 
read it online at http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com. 
  
I have enjoyed the feedback from readers.  Thank you for 
suggestions that come through the mail or in pleasant 
conversation of possible stories to write. I also appreciate 
comments upon what was written. Aiming at accuracy, if I 
interview a person for a story, I always ask them to read it before I 
print it to make sure that it is correct.  In the last issue there was a 
story about Chuck and Ruth Quinlan in which I mentioned that 
Gladys Eaton was Bob Eaton’s (of Bob’s Trees) aunt. A person 
called me to point out that Gladys was actually Bob’s sister.  
 

You might be wondering, who is right? We both are, because we 
were thinking of two different people, a father and a son, who 
were both named “Bob Eaton.”  I was thinking of the present Bob 
Eaton to whom Gladys was an aunt.  The reader was thinking of 
Bob’s father, who was also named Bob. He actually started the 
tree farm and Gladys was his sister.  I appreciate the caller who 
pointed this out.  
 

I also would like to thank the Dockstader Charitable Trust for the 
grant provided for the community information regarding the 
people and organizations of Galway, as well as the generosity of 
the following who gave a donation toward the printing costs: 
Rodger Chase, Andrew & Terrill Curran, and George Plummer. If 
you would like to be of help, please send your check made out to 
“Bible Baptist Church of Galway” to PO Box 112, Galway, NY 
12074. Please designate that it is for Life in Galway. 
 
Do you have any ideas for Life in Galway? Give me a call 882-6387 
or e-mail me at wrbrandow@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com/
mailto:wrbrandow@yahoo.com


What Is in This Issue? 
 

For those in Galway who love early American decor and local 
history, you are going to enjoy the article, “Martha’s Early 
American Art” about decorating a historic 1760s house, tied into 
the story of Sir William Johnson’s family. If you just like a feel-
good story, the same article will warm your heart when you hear 
what happened in the life of the couple who asked Martha to do 
the work.  “Reading the Forest,” is a continuation of the article in 
the last Life in Galway regarding the drastic change in Galway’s 
landscape by the reforestation of farmland. “A Country Walk” is 
about my musings, as a pastor, while going on a country walk. 
Lastly, there will be a word about Galway’s new farmer’s market. I 
hope you enjoy this issue as much as I delight in writing it. 

                                      - Wayne R. Brandow 

 

Martha’s Early American Art 
 

As life unfolds, it is interesting to see how timing, the people we 
come in contact with, and circumstances, like three different 
strands of thread, can be woven into the tapestry of our lives to 
bring about a memorable story. The kind of story that later on in 
life, you can sit back and reminisce about, with the age-old 
conversation starter, “Do you remember when . . . ?” I’m sure the 
day will come when Martha and I will look back to our time here 
in Galway and talk of the Clarissa Putnam house and Martha’s 
part in its restoration. This story has three elements: 1. A husband 
who wanted to do something special for his wife who had stage 
three cancer 2. A run-down historic house in the countryside 3. A 
friend with a special talent and a heart to help.  

 
A Husband Who Wanted to Do Something Special for His 
Wife Who Had Stage Three Cancer 
 

I first met Dan Weaver over 30 years ago. We were both taking 
New Testament Greek offered by the Albany Bible Institute in the 
Stockade section of Schenectady. Dan had married Edie, his Bible 
College sweetheart, and was a clerk in the post office in 



Amsterdam. Together they would raise a family of two sons and a 
daughter. Over time, Dan left 
the post office and went to 
school. He obtained a Master’s 
degree in English at SUNY Albany 
and did some teaching at the 
community college level. His real 
love was books, so he set up a 
bookstore in Amsterdam, first in 
his home, then in a storefront. 
The bookstore was called “The Book Hound.”  Here is where Dan 
and I reconnected, as I am an avid reader. Over the years, I have 
purchased some real treasures in out-of-print books there.  
 

Another facet of Dan’s life is that he is also a writer. You may have 
read some of his articles, as he is a regular contributor to the 
opinion section of Schenectady’s Sunday Gazette.  

 

Edie works in the medical field. In 2003, the news of stage three 
cancer moved her from the role of a care-giver to that of being on 
the receiving end. It was during this time that, in addition to being 
Dan’s friend, I became his pastor. Dan began to attend the Bible 
Baptist Church of Galway. 
 

Wanting to do something special for Edie, he closed the bookstore 
and sold the inventory and their house in Amsterdam. With the 
money, they purchased a dreamhouse out in the country. It was a 
real fixer-upper in great need of repair, but Dan and Edie 
envisioned what it could become. 

 
A Run-Down Historic House in the Countryside 
 

The house they purchased was built before the Revolutionary 
War. It was the home of Clarissa Putnam,1 the spurned lover of Sir 
William Johnson’s  son, John.  Sir William wanted his son to marry 
up. Clarissa did not fit William’s expectations as she was the 
daughter of a farmer. 
 

                                            
1
 Historical novel, Clarissa Putnam of Tribes Hill , by John J. Vrooman 



 

The house was in such bad condition, that if Dan and Edie had not 
bought the house when they did, in another year or so it might 
have been torn down. What was done?  The inside walls were 
stripped down to the frame. Then repairs such as new electric, 
plumbing, septic, roof, windows, wallboard, a new kitchen, new 
bathrooms, refinished floors, new stairs to basement and to the 
second floor were tackled one by one.  
 

Once the major repairs were done, someone was needed to bring 
its early American character out. This is where Martha came into 
the picture. 

A Friend with a Special Talent and a Heart to Help. 
 

I knew Martha had an interest in early American history and art 
when we dated in college. I even proposed to her under the 
triumphal arch at Valley Forge at dawn on October 4, 1975, and 
our honeymoon had a historical flavor as we spent three days in 
Concord, MA. However, when we came to Galway and settled in  
the Baptist parsonage, which was built in the early 1800s, her love 
for colonial America became evident. Her creativity blossomed. 
Knowing how to sew, she would look through Country Curtain 
catalogs and make her own curtains. She learned how to refinish 



furniture and floors, cut stencils to stencil walls and floors, paint 
primitive portraits, and Grandma Moses style landscapes. Over 
many years, the parsonage was transformed with an early 
American decor. Dan and Edie saw what she had done and asked 
if they might hire her to do the work of decorating their home. Let 
me show you a little of the work done. 

 
On the cover of this issue is a photo 
of a mural that she painted on two 
of the dining room walls.  
 
To the left is the stencil design for 
the walls of the master bedroom. 
The photo below will give you a 
feel of how hand-painted stencils 
can transform a room. 
  
 

 

 
 

Visit us this Sunday, 11 AM at the Bible Baptist Church of Galway! 

Website, http://www.gawaybaptist.com 



A landscape was painted 
on the risers of the stairs.       

A floor cloth 
                                                              

Shower curtain 
 
If you know a person with artistic talents, you know that there is  
pure enjoyment here, an outlet of creative expression! You can 
see more of Martha’s art at http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com 

and also at a new site developed by our daughter, Lindsay, at 
http://oldetymetrimmings.com. 
 

The Rest of the Story 

We rejoice that after a year of treatment Edie’s cancer has now 
been in remission for ten years. The renovations on the house are 
nearing completion. Lastly, Dan has restarted his used bookstore 
business. The Book Hound can be found on-line at 
http://www.thebookhound.net, and it has a storefront location at 
16 E. Main Street, Amsterdam, NY. Hours are Tuesday – Friday, 
Noon to 5 PM, Saturday, 11 AM to 3 PM.  

 

 

Like history? Dr Michael Haykin, Baptist 

historian, to speak on Andrew Fuller, an 

influential 19th century Baptist, at the Bible 

Baptist Church of Galway, Sat. Sept 7th!  

http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com/
http://oldetymetrimmings.com/index.php/murals
http://www.thebookhound.net/


Reading the Forest 

 

In the last issue of Life in Galway, I wrote about the deforestation 
of 80% of the Northeast in the 1800s, when the trees were cut 
down for farmland.  Such would have been the case here in 
Galway as well. However, many farms were abandoned, and the 
trees have grown back so that the landscape in the Northeast has 
changed in appearance. If you’d like to know about the changes, 
read the last issue, (Spring 2013, Issue 12), which can be found in  
PDF format at http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com. In this article, I 
want to point out how to read the forest for its previous history.2 
 

Have you ever seen a 
stone wall in the 
middle of woodland? 
This is a sign of land 
cleared at one time. 
The photo is of a stone 
wall in the Galway 
Nature Preserve. When 
you walk through this 
woodland, remind 
yourself that this 

                                            
2
 Read more about it. The following two books by Tom Wessels are available 

through the Southern Adirondack Library System and can be ordered at the 
Galway Public Library: Reading the Forested Landscape, a Natural History of 
New England and Forest Forensics, a Field Guide to Reading the Forested 
Landscape. 

http://lifeingalway.wordpress.com/


whole preseve was at one time an open field. 
 
How extensive were stone walls? Brian Adams, a professor of 
biology, said, “There are more miles of stone walls in 
Massachusetts than railroad tracks in the US.”3 That is just the 
state of Massachusetts!  That, my friend, is evidence of a lot of 
cleared land.  
 

The land was used for farming or grazing, and the stone walls 
were used as property markers. If a stone wall had hand-sized 
stones on the wall, it likely marked off farmland, as these stones 
would be added when they were cleared from the land after 
plowing.  
 

A three-sided stone structure in the woods is probably the 
foundation of a barn, whereas one with four sides would be that 
of a house.  If you come across barbed-wire, grazing is in view. 
Barbed-wire was not used until after 1870. Apple trees in the 
woods point to the presence of an orchard at one time, as they 
require light and are not native to forests. 
 

Trees with multiple trunks signify that the woodland was 
previously logged. This occurs from stump growth. Other signs of 
logging are the presence of stumps and fairly consistent width of 
trees, which would signify they were of similar ages. New growth 
from clear cut woodland would be of the same age. 
 

With new woodland growth, comes more wildlife to the area: 
beaver, fox, deer, moose, porcupine, racoon, skunk, bear.  Mike 
Walcott, a fellow letter-carrier I work with who lives a little north 
of Route 29, told me how one day he saw a father moose (bull), 
mother moose (cow), and their offspring in his yard.                       
 

What I learned about the re-forestation of the Northeast at 
Sturbridge Village reminded me of a walk I took with Tim Jones to 
see his woodlot from Hudson Drive to Sacandaga Road. The 
Glowegee Creek runs through it. Tim, being a real woodsman, 

                                            
3
 “The Changing New England Landscape,” Science lecture by Brian Adams, 

Professor of Biology, Greenfield Community College (You Tube Video). 



pointed out the different kinds of trees and the beaver 
habitations on his property. 
 

What I saw on Tim’s walk though the woods 
helped me to see Galway in a different light. 
His woodlot and the abundance of trees 
evidencing a clear-cut forest with its even 
tree-growth and stone walls all gave proof of  
Galway’s changing landscape. 
                                         Photo of Tim Jones                                  

A Country Walk                                                       

 
                                Crane Road, looking north from Donnan Road 

 

A walk around the block in Galway is a four-mile trek. For me it 

takes a little over an hour. The one I like to take is a circuitous 

route - east on Ballston-Galway Road, south on Crane, west on 

Donnan, then finally north back to the Village on Sacandaga. I’m 

told that the countryside reminded the early Scotttish settlers of 

Galloway, Scotland. I wonder if they were thinking of the rolling 

hills of Crane Road. 
 

A walk in the country has to be one of life’s simple pleasures. I 

muse about the people who lived in Galway in the past. There are 

many aspects of modern life that we would not have in common. 

However, a walk in the country is something we both could 

identify with. The warmth of the sun, the gentle breeze, the music 

of songbirds are perennial delights. Quietness and solitude are 

two helps for reflection and a pouring out of one’s heart to God. I 



often wonder if former pastors of the Baptist church took the 

same walk. 

 

I seldom leave for the walk without something to memorize. 

These walks end up being a rich blessing to me. Their benefits 

serve to enrich body, soul, and mind. To hide God’s word in your 

heart (memorize) and to meditate upon it is a sure way to think 

God’s thoughts. 
 

On a recent walk, I thought about the verse, “Blessed are the 

meek for they shall inherit the earth.” It was spoken by Jesus in 

the Beatitudes in his Sermon on the Mount. How many people, I 

pondered, missed the point of what Jesus said? I’m sure most 

people think of meekness as weakness. In actuality it is just the 

opposite. The truly meek person in the biblical sense of the word 

exhibits tremendous strength. He has the ability, with God’s help, 

to rein in his passions. There is strength of resolve. It is an inner 

strength that does not give way to anger, worry, fear, 

despondency, unbridled lust or covetousness. The meek person is 

in control of his or her emotions. 
 

What is the best way to picture what meekness is all about? Think 

of a war horse. I can invision him pawing at the ground, snorting, 

ready to charge, rippling muscles, the embodiment of strength 

and fearlessness. What makes him meek? He is meek because he 

yields to the reins of his master. Remember, the meek are said to 

be blessed. Meekness, by men, is often viewed as an effeminate 

trait. It is, however, a very masculine trait to be in control of one’s 

self.  
 

Christ called men unto Himself. The men he called were men of 

resolve and strong conviction. They were called upon to believe 

the right thing and to do the right thing. They were to stand firm, 

even if it meant standing alone apart from the multitude. Some 



unflinchingly laid down their lives for the truth. Where are the 

meek, who have the courage and strength to follow Christ in our 

day? The Bible says that the early Christians turned the world 

upside down. Perhaps, He has a champion who will stand for God 

and impact the world from Galway. Are you the next Paul? I 

understand he was called on a country walk.  
 

Galway’s New Farmer’s Market 
 

Something new is coming to 

Galway – a farmer’s market. It will 

be located in a new pavillion that 

has been built near the soccer 

fields across from the bank.  

 

The Farmer’s Market will be open every Friday afternoon from 4 

PM to 7 PM, beginning on Friday, June 28th. Learn more about it at 

http://www.galwayfarmersmarket.org. 
 

 

The Galway Countryside  (photo taken looking north from 

Donnan Road near Crane Road – May 11,2013) 
 

Special thanks to proofreaders: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna and Arlene Rhodes.  

We are also grateful to Local Living In for their 

generosity of printing Life in Galway at cost! Check 

them out at locallivingin.com.  
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http://www.galwayfarmersmarket.org/

