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A Word from the Editor 
This is actually the tenth issue of Life in Galway.  

Eight numbered copies and one special 

Christmas edition have been written over the 

past two years. How time flies!  I am so grateful to you for your 

generous support and encouraging words.  Because each issue is being 

underwritten by donations, I am able to tell the story of people, events 

and organizations in Galway, both past and present, and to make it 

available to all free of charge.  Special thanks is due to Timothy and 

Kathleen O’Neill, Tim and Carole Jones, those of you who have 

contributed to Life in Galway through the box in Galway Market, and 

the Dockstader Trust who all have given to Life in Galway since the last 

issue. The Dockstader Charitable Trust graciously extended their grant 

which partially funds the cost of Life in Galway for the purpose of 

making the community information known. 

 

Life in Galway serves a purpose beyond its present day readership.  As 

copies are being set aside by both the Galway Preservation Society and 

the Galway Town Archives, future generations of those living in Galway 

will be able to be aware of the people and goings on in present day 

Galway. 

 

Occasionally, someone will come up to me and ask why I am writing Life 

in Galway. As many of you know, I am the pastor of the Baptist church 

in the Village.  I write Life in Galway with the aim of getting to know 

you, my Galway neighbors. I am desirous of enlarging the circle of 

acquaintances beyond family, church, and work in the Post Office.  

 

The only way you can make a friend is to be one. Life in Galway is my 

attempt to strike up a conversation with you as my reader. As a result, 

the writing is more like a neighbor sharing with a neighbor over a 

backyard fence.  This is also why you will find personal anecdotes 

sprinkled throughout Life in Galway. If I open up and share with you, 

hopefully, you will be more comfortable to talk to me about our shared 



life in Galway. So friend, let’s continue the conversation. I have more 

stories to tell you of Galway.       - Wayne R. Brandow 

 

Chris Prior – Master Craftsman 
 As he sat across 

from me in my 

dining room, I 

could not help but 

instantly like him.  

He was a little 

hesitant about 

coming to talk with 

me.  I had heard 

that he wasn’t 

much for talking 

about himself, but 

get him talking about the trade that he loves and there is no stopping 

Chris Prior. Chris is a master craftsman. His trade is masonry, and he is 

passionate about fireplaces and chimneys.  

 

I had heard about Chris most recently through work he did at the 

Brisson house.1 Bruce and Mary, my neighbors across the street, had six 

fireplaces in their home and Chris restored them all.   

 

Chris and Ingrid 
Chris grew up not far from here in Niskayuna, NY. After graduating from 

high school, he went to Northeastern University in Boston to study 

mechanical engineering. While there, Chris met Ingrid Dahl at the 

Northeastern University Hiking and Outing Club. Ingrid is a well-known 

person in Galway, as she is one of the cheerful tellers at the Galway 

Branch of the Ballston Spa National Bank (BSNB). Hailing from Boston, 

Ingrid also was a student at Northeastern. They married in 1977 and 

came to the Capital District as Chris landed a job with General Electric 

                                            
1
 As many of you know, Bruce and Mary have moved to Nevada.  A new 

young couple, Jeff and Jillian Ehrenberg, have since moved in.  



upon graduation from college. In the photo: Chris and Ingrid on a date 

in their college years at a John Denver concert at SPAC. 

 

There was a large layoff at 

GE and, being a relatively 

new hire, Chris was among 

those let go.  He found 

steady employment in a 

parts department at a car 

dealership, but that came to 

an end due to an 

unfortunate accident. One 

weekend, while helping his 

brother build a house, the scaffolding collapsed. As he was falling, it was 

as if time stood still for Chris. Looking down, seeking to avoid the rebar 

on the ground, he turned his body to land on his arm, keeping his head 

up. His right elbow was shattered. His brother, on the other hand, 

walked away unharmed because he landed on top of Chris, who 

cushioned his fall. Being hospitalized meant that he lost his job. 

Providentially, Ingrid was an assistant bank manager in Schenectady 

Savings Bank at the time. However, the long recovery gave him plenty of 

time to think, and his thoughts turned to the idea of starting a business. 

It would be the work which he really loved and had been doing on the 

side.  In 1981, he started the Adirondack Chimney Company, Inc. 

 

Desiring a home in the country, they moved with their young family to 

Galway in 1989. They had their three girls by this time, and Nicole was 

in 3rd grade, whereas JoAnn and Karen were pre-school age. After Karen 

was born, Ingrid stayed home to raise the girls and to take care of the 

office work for the business. In 1995, Ingrid went back to work as a 

teller at BSNB. 

 

Chris started working with Galway native Shawn Simboli in the mid 90s. 

Shawn was a talented millwright and carpenter but unemployed at the 

time. Chris recognized that he had “good hands,” and over the years 

Shawn became an excellent mason and Chris’s best friend. They worked 



Celtic Chimney in photo has a cross design in 

it. It was made for Jim and Jan Hodsoll 

mostly with stones the Hodsolls gathered in 

Galway.  -  West Street, Galway 

side by side for many 

years until Shawn’s 

untimely death in 

February 2008 in a 

freak snowmobile 

accident.                              

 

Photo: Shawn & Chris 

building a fireplace at 

Eric and Julie Roy’s new 

house 

 

A Trade Spanning Centuries 
The same chisels that the ancient Egyptians 

used to shape stones are the type used today.   

There is an art to laying brick and cutting 

stones that has been passed down through 

centuries. Chris knows the techniques used to 

build fireplaces and chimneys of the past as 

well as their design. I asked him to look at the 

fireplaces in the Baptist parsonage where I 

live, which is a Federal style building from the 

early 1800s.  He told me that, due to their 

width, the bricks were of the Dutch design 

which pre-dated the English design. Like an 

archeologist enthusiastic over finding some 

rare treasure, he pointed out a stone in a 

brick which indicated it was handmade. He 

commented that one time he found a clay 

pipe in a brick in a fireplace that he was 

restoring 

and he has 

also found 

bricks with 

fingerprints, cat prints, and turkey prints that 

were embedded before the brick dried.  

 



Chris told me that there are basically five fireplace designs universally 

used, the fifth being one that he designed. He has trademarked the 

name “Priorfire.”  He used his mechanical engineering background to 

develop the design; which can be seen in the photo at the top of this 

article. It came to him one night. It was, as he said, an “ah-ha moment.” 

The Priorfire design provides a better airflow that results in a more 

efficient burn. The other four designs are the kinds that are found in 

how-to-do-it books. They represent traditions that have been passed 

down by craftsmen generation to generation. Chris feels that his 

contribution is bringing a scientific understanding into the design.   

           

Did you know that M.I.T. holds classes in July here in Galway?  Not that 

famous engineering school in Massachusetts, but the Mosherville 

Institute of Technology! Chris not only builds and restores chimneys, 

fireplaces, bake ovens, and masonry heaters, but he teaches the craft 

every summer at his house.  M.I.T. is a weeklong workshop of the NYS 

Chimney Sweep Guild, an organization of professional chimney sweeps 

and chimney contractors. At his home, Chris has all five fireplace designs 

so they can all be fired up and compared.  

 

Chris has traveled all over the country either working or teaching. He 

does restoration work, and his craft is more than stone cutting or 

slapping mortar upon a brick. He understands the how and the why 

chimneys do not draw properly or fireplaces do not burn correctly. He 



can fix the problem as well as do a beautiful job. He is both an artist and 

craftsman. Chris Prior is a man 

who takes pride in and loves his 

work.             

                                                      

Photo: Ingrid, Gloria Prior Daly 

(Chris’s mom), Chris 

 

To contact Chris:  

Phone: (518) 882-6091,  

Web: http://priorfire.com 

 

 

Thanks to Galway Central School! 
The fact that you have 

this issue of Life in 

Galway in your hands is 

partly due to Galway 

Central School (GCS).  It 

was at Galway High that 

my youngest daughter, 

Lindsay, was introduced 

to the BOCES program. 

She was interested in 

graphic design, and 

while at BOCES she served as an intern at Hound Dog Graphics in 

Milton. After her internship, she was hired and has been working there 

ever since. This job supplied the needed money to study at Adirondack 

Community College and acquire an Associate’s Degree. In this day when 

jobs are scarce, GCS helped prepare my daughter to land a job and 

thereby helped her to secure further education. However, the unfolding 

story does not stop here. When I went to print the last issue of Life in 

Galway and discovered that the excellent printer I had went out of 

business, I called Hound Dog Graphics and, to my surprise, they offered 

to print Life in Galway at their cost! 

 



Do you remember what it was like as a child to connect the dots on a 

paper to discover the hidden picture? Life is often like that. We go from 

dot to dot. There are so many connections that bring into existence a 

present reality.  None of us are islands unto ourselves. We are what we 

are by the influence and help of others. Thanks GCS for your part, not 

only in Lindsay’s life, but also in this issue of Life in Galway. 

 

I’d like to say a word about Juergen Klingenberg, the owner of Hound 

Dog Graphics whose generosity to the Galway community  has been 

evidenced through all he has done to help in printing this and the 

previous copy of Life in Galway.                                                           

 

Juergen Klingenberg  
Juergen was born in Germany. When he was twelve, he came to 

America with his mother and step-father. He loved art as a boy but went 

into the Air Force and received two years of education as a civil 

engineer. After leaving the Air Force, he went to New York City to 

pursue his interest in art. He secured an internship at Satchi and Satchi 

Advertising in Manhattan, the world’s largest agency, and entered the 

School of Visual Arts to obtain a BA. For nine years he worked in an 

advertising firm composed of a group of freelancers, and his work was 

picked up by well-known companies like Sony 

and RJ Reynolds.    

 

In 1995, Juergen wanted to leave the city. He 

came upstate and opened a business in Glens 

Falls specializing in graphic arts and retail sales 

of computers. A year later, he married and 

bought a house in Saratoga Springs. The 

business had grown to 18 employees when a 

major setback occurred. Juergen almost died 

from a staph infection following a routine knee 

operation. Unable to oversee his business in 

Glens Falls during his struggle for life and his convalescence, he had to 

close the business and re-invent himself once he regained his health. 

Hound Dog Graphics was formed. This is an advertising design company 



specializing in web and print graphics. He not only has local business, 

but he also has clients as far away as Tanzania, Germany, Canada, and 

throughout the US.  He not only took Lindsay as a BOCES intern, but he 

has had many interns from BOCES over the years, giving high school 

students a hands-on opportunity to participate in a real business 

venture. 

 

Lately, Juergen has started another business out of the same office 

called Local Living In, which is a business marketing program to help 

small, independently-owned businesses to compete in a larger 

geographical region than what they could typically afford. For example, 

businesses in Galway using this venue would be able to get their 

product known throughout the Capital Region. 

 

Thanks Juergen for printing Life in Galway at a reasonable cost! To 

contact Juergen: juergen@locallivingin.com / phone:  (518)795-6500. 

 

Last Word of Thanks to GCS! 
Not only am I grateful to Galway Central School for the preparation that 

was given to my youngest, who is now 22, but I could say the same for 

my other two daughters. Joy discovered that she loved business courses 

at GCS. A recruiter from Bryant and Stratton came to GCS. Joy applied 

and was offered a full-year paid scholarship. The second year she 

worked and took out loans. Joy is now 33, and she has had secretarial 

work since her internship while pursuing her Associate’s Degree. At 

present, she is a medical office manager overseeing three offices of a 

physical therapist in Hilton Head, SC.  Heather, age 31, is a fifth grade 

public school teacher in South Carolina.  As a graduating Galway senior, 

she was given a scholarship from the Galway teachers for her pursuit of 

teaching. It was the example of a couple of outstanding Galway teachers 

that made her want to go into teaching. Thank you GCS for all that you 

have done for our daughters.  

 

This brings me to a closing question. What about your children? A lot of 

seniors have graduated from GCS over the years. It would be interesting 

to hear what these former Galway students have done. I’m sure there 

mailto:juergen@locallivingin.com


are a number of fascinating stories that could be told.  Call me (882-

6387), e-mail me, wrbrandow@yahoo.com.  

 

 

US Navy to the Rescue 
Do you know where the birth place of the 

United States Navy was? 

 

Take a guess: 

1) Marblehead, Massachusetts 

2) Norfolk, Virginia 

3) Whitehall, New York 

 

If you guessed Whitehall, New York, you are correct.2 Where is 

Whitehall, NY? It is not too far from the border of Vermont, northeast of 

Lake George. You might wonder, “How in the world could the US Navy 

get its start in upstate New York?” Whitehall is on a waterway leading 

into Lake Champlain.  An American Navy was quickly built to block the 

British coming down the lake from Canada. This was a British advance 

that would later finally be stopped by the Battle of Saratoga. Benedict 

Arnold would play a large part in that makeshift Navy, by being in 

charge. Although, the British were not stopped, they were delayed. 

Arnold also was the hero of the Battle of Saratoga. He would have been 

held in high esteem by all Americans if it were not for his treachery later 

in the war. 

 

The Navy is still in upstate New York.  We have a Navy base just a few 

miles east of the Village, with its nuclear submarine prototype to train 

those who will serve on atomic-powered naval vessels. The Navy came 

to our rescue from that base through a one-man “torpedo” of energy, 

named Clay Phillips. Coming to our church in the fall with his wife, 

Cassie, and three small sons, Clay asked me, “Pastor, do you have 

anything that needs to be repaired?” Do we have anything to be 

                                            
2
 Though technically it was an army in boats, there was a naval engagement 

between British and American fleets on the lake. 

mailto:wrbrandow@yahoo.com


Clay Phillips & Michael Stubbs 

 

repaired! Clay hit the mother-lode!                                

  

Clay started by 

bringing another Navy 

buddy, Michael 

Stubbs, and they tore 

out a water-damaged 

floor, cabinet, and 

wall board in the 

men’s room.  Clay 

even enlisted the help 

of our new neighbors 

next to the church, 

Colby and Christine Pitman. They rebuilt everything! In January, Clay 

told me that we needed a church work day. In his hand was a list of 

items that needed to be repaired or cleaned. When the day came, there 

was an excellent turn-out, and all had a good time. As I write this, 

another work day is scheduled for the weekend.  
 

Clay took care of the maintenance in his church in Oklahoma prior to 

joining the Navy. I am amazed at the good that one individual can do in 

so little time. He has been like an angel sent to us by God. If Clay 

continues to help churches wherever he is stationed, a lot of people are 

going to be blessed. Clay, when you move on, you and Cassie and the 

boys will be greatly missed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be Our Guest! 
Sunday Service is at 11 AM, Bible Baptist Church 

of Galway, 2095 East St, Galway (ph. 882-6387) 

This booklet is funded, for the most part, by the generosity of its readers. If 

you would like help in the printing costs of Life in Galway, please make your 

check out to “Bible Baptist Church of Galway” and send it to PO Box 112, 

Galway, NY 12074. Thanks!          http:lifeingalway.wordpress.com 

 

Mark this date. The next issue, Fall 2012 will be out on September 21
st

! 

 



Dock’s Exhibit 
Do you remember this drawing on the back of 

last winter’s Life in Galway? The Galway 

Preservation Society will be displaying this 

piece, as well as other ballpoint drawings of 

Clayton Dockstader, starting in July in the 

Galway Town Hall. 

 

 

 
 

Galway’s Nature Preserve 
Did you know that there is a great 

walking trail right here in Galway? 

It is part of the Saratoga P.L.A.N. 

(Preserving Land and Nature) 

 

To find it, just drive east out of the 

Village, turn right on Crane Road, 

and continue on Crane Road. The 

trail is on the left after the road 

turns left, just opposite McConchie 

Road. There is no charge and there 

is plenty of parking. 

 

For further information go to 

http://www.saratogaplan.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to proof-readers: Martha Brandow, Evelyn Hanna and Arlene Rhodes.  

We are also grateful to Local Living In for their 

generosity of printing Life in Galway at cost! Check 

them out at locallivingin.com.  

                          Copyright © 2012 by Wayne R. Brandow. All rights reserved. 


